VATICAN ENVOY URGES ARABS TO 
BE OUTSPOKEN ON THE HOLY CITY j 


from MUNIR NASSER 

Chief Con&spociteni 
fn Wash fag ton 


A STATE DEPARTMENT 
spokesman said the United 
States agree with the European 
Union's posiLion on Jerusalem, 
which , rejects Israel's claimed 
sovereignty over the entire city. 

The spokesman told The Arab 
Daily that the position taken by 
the Europeans "is in line with our 
position, which is the simple fact 
tliar Jerusalem is a 'final status' 
issue that has to be negotiated 
between the 'Israelis and 
Palestinians as to how it will be 
somehow divided up between 
them, if at all. We don’t have an 
embassy there and we don't rec- 
ognize it as a capital of Israel 
either," he said. 

The spokesman was com- 
menting on the spar over the 
weekend between Israel and die 
European Union over the status 
of Jerusalem, following a pub- 


lished Israeli demand that diplo- 
mats refrain from meeting 
Palestinian leaders at the Orient 
House in east Jerusalem. 

German Ambassador to Israel, 
Theodor Wallau, whose country 
.is chairing die EU, sent a stem 
letter to the Israeli government 
saying that diplomats would con- 
tinue to meet Palestinians in 
Jerusalem — and that the EU 
regarded Jerusalem as a "corpus 
separatum," as defined in UN 
resolution 181 of 1947. 

In Washington, meanwhile, 
Tire Vatican Foreign Minister, 
Archbishop Jean-Louis Tail ran, 
met privately this week with the 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
. Albright and members of 
Congress and discussed with 
them the issue of Jerusalem as 
seen by the Vatican. According to 
informed sources in Washington, 
Tin Iran is pressing the Clinton 
Administration to take a strong 
position on the unilateral acts 
taken by Israel in the Holy City. 


. Based on Ids previous public "special internationally gunrnn- 
statements, Tauran is stressing teed status" because the liistori- 

the position that “any unilateral cal, religious and cultural charac- 

solution or one brought about by reristic must be preserved and 
force is not and cannot be a solu- access to the Holy places must 


tion at all." 

He expressed the views of the 


Ire safeguarded." 

(n a dosed meeting at 


Pope that "every exclusive claim Georgetown University - ' fcisf 

— he it religious or political — is week. Archbishop Ifniran tnjjt. 

contrary to the logic proper to with representative# of*diajor 

the very city itself... which Arab and MusliiiY«jrgaiyzaiion^ 

embodies the message of dia- in Utiired Stares jdtid ^tis- 
logue, coexistence and respect." cussed issue of 

Tauran is calling fgwafi^atie'^^eiusajefn. J / 

quate solution" iTIie Varic^'s'PoreigtyMinisrd- 

Jenisalem, vvkltlvjlfeans .rhaP urgV Arab, Muslim, and Jetyish 
Palestinians md^aeji^'liave tl». ftmenenn leadprS’fiTV^isliii'igtoii 
reach an agr£e|frgTu Xhich corre- \ tpj^v^rk together in helping 
sponds to ttaffcj&rtl^iilar legiti- / PJjhsrihian and Israeli peace 
. mate and rel&onafele aspirations {TraQuators find a final status 
and respects T^ie *|^lffl^fi%A^^blCtion for Jerusalem "which 
justice." ^ MtvT* # Reserves its uniqueness and 
According to sacredness ." 

envoy, the solution of a territori- in the meeting, attended by 
al dispute alone is nor enough Tire Arab Daily, leaders of die 

for Jerusalem. He said the Arab and Muslim communities 

Vatican has been asking that thanked Archbishop Tauran for 
Jerusalem be protected by a the strong position he took in a 


speech lie delivered in Jerusalem 
Iasi October. 

Tauran said tluif (he Arabs and 
Muslims have lo be more out- 
spoken on the issue of 
Jerusalem. He told the gathering 
that the Vatican have been 
speaking more fora ‘hilly on the 
. issue oi Jerusalem. 

He warned of the dangers of 
.-•leaving Jerusalem to the final sta- 
tus negotiations because Israel is 
, v xHflin£ing everything daily and 
creating facts on the ground. 
Tauran also urged American 
churches tu discuss the issue of 
Jerusalem because time is run- 
ning out. 

The lenders urged the Vatican 
ro be more forceful on the issue 
of Palestinian sovereignty in east 
Jerusalem. Tauran said the Pope 
cannot get involved in political 
matters and it is up to the parties 
involved lo deal with the issue 
through dialogue. 

Jim Zoghy. President of lire 
Arab American Institute, told 


Tauran that Catholic diurtfwia 
the IKS. must show vitality it 
speaking on Palestinian rights. 
He said most American Cutolio 
don't know that there are 
Christian Arabs living 
Palestine. Tauran responded that 
the Vatican has protested M 
violations in Jerusalem on xw- 
<il occasions and called on them 
to abide by the rules. 

On another rrutfer. 
Archbishop Tauran was higty 
critical of violations of religious 
freedoms for Christians living in 
the Islamic countries. He painted 
nut the fiOO.OOO Christians frviiig 
in Saudi Arabia who cannot ede- 
brote their religion in public. 

He said the Vatican has talon 
strong position on this issue 
because "it gives a veiy W 
image lor Islam," a rcliiian 
known for its tolerance ofoiiw 
religions from the early days cl 
Prophet Mohammad in Medini 
where ilwrches and synagogwt 
were built next to mosques. 
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US CONGRESS OPPOSES UNILATERALj #1 to declare a Palestinian state 

DECLARATION OF PALESTINIAN STATE 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — The House of 
- Representatives passed a resolution 
TUesday telling Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat not to unilaterally declare a 
Palestinian state and urging the Clinton 
administration to make dear that it would 
not recognize such a declaration. 

The nonbinding' measure, taken. by the 
Representatives, won easy 380-24 
approval, although several opponents said 
it was a mistake to single out only the 
Palestinian leadership for criticism and to 
rake a stand tlrat could be seen as inteffer-' 
ence in Israel's May \1 general elections. . 

The resolution, ivhlch the Senate passed 
in similar form last week on a 98-1 vote, 
states that "any attempt to. establish" 
Palestinian statehood outside the negoti- 
ating process will invoke the strongest 
congressional opposition." 

The president, it said, should assert that 
such a declaration would be a “grievous 
violation of die Oslo accords 1 ’ and would . 
not lie recognized lay the United States. 

■ . Palestinian leader . Arafat’s suggestion ' 
rhat he would proclaim the existence of a 


state of Palestine on May 4, the deadline 
for a penranent settlement set in tlte 1993 
Oslo peace accord with Israel, "cannot be 
accepted," said HouSe Majority Whip Tom 
DeLay, "lt,ls nothing more than an attempt 
to shatter a fragile peace in the Middle 
East." ... 

The resolution comes a week before 
President Arafat is to meet US President 
Bill Clinton in Washington. He is expected 
to tell Cllntop that he is ready to postpone 
airy statehood announcement in exchange 
for assurances that die United States will 
take an active role in getting the stalled 
peace negotiations back on trade. 

The administration tias said |t opposes a 
unilateral declaration of statehood but has 
also. advised diac any congressional' lan- 
guage should point out that the United 
States is against unilateral actions by either 
side that could impede the peace process. 

, "Singling out one side would not be as 
effective as stressing, what both pattiep- 
have already • committed .thpiriselveS- to , 
do/’ the State Department said in a' letter ■ 
to Rep, Sain Gejdenson. ranging Democrnr 


on the House International Relations 
Committee. 

Gejdcnson said it was u mistake that 
some members of Congress “continue to 
deal with the Palestinians not as if they 
were partners of the peace process, but 
the same adversaries they were in the 
past." 

The House actions, said Arab American 
Institute President James Zogby, “only 
hamper the peace process and undercut 
the administration’s ability to act bs honest 
broker," 

Meanwhile, Presidential hopeful Sen. 
John McCain charged that US foreign poli- 
ty is marred by incoherence, leaving the 
country vulnerable to aggression from 
China and without a long-term strategy for 
dealing with North Korea and iraq. 

President Bill v Clinton's diplomacy is 
characterized by “spasmodic, vacillating 
and reactive approaches to world prob- 
lems.'' t|if Republican Arizona senator said 
•whiledelivering the first m^Jor foreign pol- 
ity speech pf his emerging campaign. 

McCain said Americas relationship with 


Iraq lacks coherence. 

Moreover, McCain, who spent more 
than five years as a prisoner of war in 
Vietnam, said America should pursue 
diplomacy before resorting to force. 

“The terrible losses incurred in war 
were once an experience so intensely per- 
sonal that I will remember them all of my 
lile," said McCain, whose milUary honors 
include the Silver Star and Purple Meait. 

"There is no decision with greater 
meaning or that should be made with 
greater reluctance than the president’s 
decision to send Americans into conflict,” 
he said. 

The Republican Arizona Senator also 
reviewed the Clinton’s Administration's 
policy in Asia. 

Clinton's disjointed foreign policy is 
most evident in America’s relationship 
with China,, McCain told an audience of 
about . 800 people at Kansas State 
. University 

The administration has sacrificed 
national security for tire sake of engaging 
China, he contended, and Jie assailed the. 


“strangely relaxed attitude" toward 
lions dot Clilm stele d»»W 
weapons design Information from 
Alamos. New Mexico, National l*** j 
I lo ulso criticized tlte j 

technology to China, sayltS ft J 
linked to allegedly improper 
tribtflioiis to Clinton's 1996 pf**"": 
campaign. 

"If it Is proven beyond 
doubt, it will bring 
shnme upon the president 
sonal failings will." McCSofA^ 
McCain said North 
dons represent die 
diate danger to die United 5»“ 
closest allies In Asia " 

But he said die UhM.y 
crastinated in coming 
toward North Korea. bHow« 
to maintain its nudear 
and improve its missile tedw 
At a hews 

speech, McCain ■ 

announce soon wbette 1 *: 
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During meeting with JPA council 

KING: NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY 
THE CEILING OF FREEDOM 


IS 


THE CURRENT STATE of the 
Jordanian press and media, and its 
rale in promoting the Kingdom's 
march was the center of discus- 
sions during a meeting on 
Wednesday between His Majesty 
King Abdullah and' die President 
and members of the Jordan Press 
Association council. 

Attending the meeting were 
Chief of die Royal Court, Abdill- 
Karim Kabariti, Minister of 
Information Naser Uiwzi and the 
King’s political advisor, Adnan Abu 
Oddi. 


The King said there should be no he placed die Jordanian press and 
celling or boundary to freedom of Jordanian journalists in die same 


expression other than "the national 
responsibility", expressing ltope to 
see the ceiling of freedom "raising 
to the level of t lie Jordanian Rag". 

King Abdullah said die media is 
an "effective weapon" in the face of 
diallenges, and in die national 
developmental work, since it plays 
a major rale in die inspiration of 
steadfastness and determination 
among the people to overcome dif- 
ficulties. 

The King assured die council diat 


category of importance as did the 
late King. 

On media reports regarding the 
Jordanian-Palestinian relations, 
namely the issue of a future con- 
federation, die King said such a 
step should not take place before 
the independence of die Palestinian 
state, which he described as "die 
basic pillar for peace in the region". 

The King also pledged liis per- 
sonal support and assistance to the 
Association ill its efforts to realize a 



new headquarters that would also 
host a press dub, voicing hope that 
the planned headquarters would 
serve as a center of excellence and 
training for Arab journalists. 

The King also voiced hope that 
the media serves as a means of pro- 
moting Arab solidarity rather dian 
instigate rifts and differences 
among Arab States, and stressed 
the need ro abide by die code uf 
ethics which must prevail among 
the media people. 

King Abdullah asserted the need 
to avail journalists of the informa- 
tion they need to discuss national 
issues with objectivity maturity and 
knowledge. 

President of die Assodation, Saif 
Sharif, speaking on behalf of mem- 
bers, thanked the King for his con- 
cern and interest in the affairs of 
the media. 

Sharif told the Arab Daily follow- 
ing the meeting that the King’s ini- 
tiative ro receive rhe journalists was 
"a historic and rich step” 

Sharif said the King has pledged 
to raise the issue of the Press and 
Publications Law during his next 
meeting with the Prime Minister, 
and affirmed ro journalists that 
there will be n comprehensive 
itview of the law, ill order to come 
up with a fonnuln that would best 
serve the interest of the iiatiuu and 
die cause of peace in the region — 
The Arab Daily. 


KING ENTRUST; 
QUEEN NOOR 
TO ESTABLISH 
AL-HUSSEIN 
FOUNDATION 


fflfg ih bAb - mAhOH IB-19, 1999 


HIS MAJESTY KING Abdullah 
oil Wednesday entrusted her 
Majesty Queen Noor to estab- 
lish n social work foundation 
in honor of the late King 
Hussein, rn be named Al- 
Hussein Foundation. 

In a letter he addressed to 
Queen Nunr, the King praised 
her for being AMIussein's 
long time companion ill his 
march, sharing with him his 
thoughts, faith and hard work 
for the wellbeing of the coun- 
try and its people." 

King Abdullah said "in 
memory of the late great 
King, and of his noble mis- 
sion," he has decided to 
entrust the Queen with the 
establishment and di.iii man- 
ship uf a foundation that 
would embody the late King's 
vision and religious, social, 
and moral values. 

He said the foundation 
would work in achieve com- 
prehensive and siisl.iiiiahlc 
development, ueaie positive 
relations between the people, 
preserve the naUiini environ- 


ment and strengthen 
security and stability, ihtoogh 
educational and cultural pro. 
grams that encourage 
tion and creativity. 

King Abdullah reC iid 
when the late King entrusted 
Queen Noor with the tab 
lishment of Noor aI-Huhhi 
foundation, and commended 
Iter distinguished perfor- 
mance and hard work in ifut 
area saying it is well appe- 
aled by all the Jordanian fam- 
ily. 

While voicing confidence i 
tile Queen’s abilities to earn 
our the mission, the Kinj 
pledged his full support 
the Queen in her newendi 
or and to all those who 
work hy her side. 

He also expressed hope thr 
Inundation would coniini 
tile late King’s march in build 
ing bridges of cooperate 
with the rest of 
and serve in 
Jmclnii in the it 


the END OF 40 DAYS 
OF MOURNING BUT 
THE LOSS REMAINS 
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RAMZI E. KHOURY 
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| Editor-In-Chief 





GOVERNMENT EXPECTED TO SUBMIT WATER 
EMERGENCY PLAN TO PARLIAMENT SATURDAY 


1^35 Prince Hussein, son 

crown Prince l^lal »s 

AH - King Abdullah is 
abated, and is succeed- 
jdbyPrince Tblal. 

,,52 - King Tidal is 
declared incapable and is 
^ed by Crown Prince 
Kassein. 

1953 -King Hussein takes 
& oath of office and 
irtomes king. Marries Dina 
Haaed. 

1956 - King Hussein dis- 
uks Clubb Pasha. The 
fcn affair erupts, 
faiionallst left win election. 
(Jeiman Nabulsi becomes 
pria minister and King 
liussefn races a political 
challenge. _ 

1957 - King Hussein sur- 
vives incident at Zarqa. 

1958 — Jordan forms Arab 
Union with Iraq. King Faisal 
of Iraq is assassinated. 
Britain sends troops sends 
troops to prop up govern- 
ment. 

1960 — Prime Minister 
Majati assassinated. 

1961 — King Hussein mar- 
ries Antonia Gardiner 
iPrincess Muna]. 

1967 — Jordan loses West 
Bank, East Jerusalem to 
Israel. 

1970 — Black September. 

1971 — Prime Minister 
WasTilbll assassinated. 
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What he left behind 

I TODAY. THE PRESS corps, and thousands of others, will visit King 
Hussein's tomb again. It's been 40 days since be died. Today, peo- 
ple will read Al Fatiha and ask God to forgive the King's sins. Some 
will stare at the grave and wonder: How is it possible that such a 

i great man who occupied a prominent place worldwide, now occu- 
pies sudi small space in the ground? 

When he was alive he was down to earth and knew that his 
image and prestige will become a goo'd memory when they are a 
product of the truth. He also knew that man, whether king or sub- 
ject, will sooner or later disintegrate into dust leaving behind 
nothing but that truth. . 

The truth that King Hussein left us was evident during his reign 
n the form of unmatched majesty that radiated from the man 
I when people found themselves in his presence. It was a human 
relationship based on good vibes. People today get teary eyes 
when they remember him. 

This is the type of ‘walking In the footsteps of Ins father that 
ve look forward to see In King Abdullah, not an attempt to act the 
I role of another man> ' 

Majesty must remain a product or love and kindness. Power 
based on fear, a popular concept in the Middle East, is bad lead- 
erehip that when gone leaves a bitter taste in the mouth; forcing 
the people to dump it out of their memories in an attempt to for- 
get the sensation that comes along. 

The past 40 days have been proof that the trait we want in the 
I King is what we got. It is not with Tire and brimstone chat Abdullah 
| will take us into the next millenium. it is with kindness, modern- 
I ization, liberalization and hard work. Everything he says is to that 
effect, and so is the smile lie greets the nation with. May that 

smile remain, reminding us or how we got here. 

Today, as we stare at his modest grave, we may as well thank 
King Hussein for what he left behind: a sizeable fortune. 


PRIME MINISTER ABDUK-Ra'uf Rawabdeh 
assured deputies of his Government’s stand 
against an Israeli cut dowtiion agreed upon- 
quantiries of water. 

“The peace we have agreed upon wlLh Israel 
is based on justice, consistency and compre- 
hension. The Government is persistent on get- 
ting Jordan's complete an<| rightful share of 
water, and will not relinquish one cubic meter 
of it. There is no room for any negotiations on 
our lawful rights, 1 " said Rawabdeh at 
Parliament on Wednesday. 

His Majesty King Abdullah is expected to 
preside over Saturday’s Paiiim.entary session. 

Deputy Muhammad Thiieib told the 
Parliament that during a meeting between the j 

Jordanian and Israeli w.itqr cofjtpi.it tees held 

in Jerusalem, Israel insisted on cutting dotyn Y 11 » »L»tVI 

Jordan's share of water to less than 50%, sup- > - 

plying it with a mere 3 million cubic meters of 
water. 

By doing that, Israel would violate Annex il 


agreement by the complaining of a low per- 
centage of its water levels due to a dry winter 
season. 

Deputy Ahmad Eniiab responded to these 
justifications by saying that "Israel was not 
alone in facing a dry season. The draught also. 
Ilit Jordan with a land area four times larger 

‘No Room for 
Negotiations 
with Israel 


under this new dimension," staling that Ire is 
"against any peace agreement with 
Netanyahu." _ 

On. his part, deputy NasITat llnmanreh sug- 
gested alternatives lo Israel's water supply. 
He called Tor the construction of the "unity 
dam" as a joint venture with Syria, coordina- 
tion with Iraq to channel some of its 
Euplirntcs waters into Jordanian territories, 
and for optimum utilization of national watei 
resources, such as the Dissy Basin in the South 
of Jordan. Rawabdeh wrapped up the water 
issue by saying that the Government was wait- 
ing, to be enlightened about Israel’s decision 
on its water supply. "We have not yet come 
up with an emergency plan, but we promise 
the council to hand in, by next Saturday, a 
comprehensive study about the Government's 
procedures for the summer." 

On another note, Deputy Abdullah Jnzy 
appealed For a general pardon to be consid- 
ered.. iby His Majesty the . King, . itp whjch 


than that oT Palestine." 

Israel's stand on the water issue was viewed 
qrio.ther example of non-compliance with j 
of the peace agreement that Israel and Jordan the provisions of its peace ; treaty with jordai).' , Rawabdeh replied that he has hojtded the King 
signed In 1992 which entitles Jordan to’ 50 . Deputy jMijhim Skoqr- considered that . , a nupibpr of petitions asking for general and 
million square meters of water apd in return, Israel's ylplation of a main provision in. the, s private pardons, to issue a Royal Decree on the 
Jordan would store water from Yarmouk river- bilateral peace ireaty renders the entire treaty .matter, ' . 

in Tiberius Lake in the winter season. Invalid.' He requested tho Government to 

Israel justified this clear violation In the ‘reconsider its commitments to the treaty . fcyQRAYB A KEEL & NASER SHADID 


HOUSE STATEMENT 

HIE LOWER HOUSE of^rliartwntofliW*^ 
condemned the way Israel Is handling^# 
ful share of water and ignoring signed agree® 1 ® 
A statement issued |>y the Howe 
deputies have been following with 8 reatc f® n “J 
.statements ol Israeli officials on the water tee- 
the Intention of the Israeli government to * 
Jordan's share of water with the exaiseofa 
ol water at the Ytinnouk River due 
season, whereas the Peace Ifeacy. 

Jordan's share of the water did. HQ t ff* 
exceptional considerations. 

While condemning Israel . 
water supply, which is consW^recLa 
legitimate right", and not a aonau$ 

House fully supports dte‘ 
to acquire Its lawful rights. 

The statement said Jordan 
the basic fundamentals of diejordr 
Italy, and dint any violatibnjfYd 
give rise to doubts on Israei'sjfl^i 
entire jreace process: 

The statement also 
not be affected by extten.nu.-^e 
Israel, and. called 
the patron* of the 

responsibilities^ 
sudi ijarigtf rays, 

ifopleiYiont'jtsp^rt'^^;y 


CROWN PRINCE 
HAMZAH IN 
AMMAN 

UK ROYAL HIGHNESS Crown 
Mike Hamzah arrived in 
to attend the mark- 
■38 of the 40 days of moum- 
hg over the passing of His 
tojesty the late King. 

Hb Majesty King Abdullah 
,n J* Her Royal Highness 
^ess Rania were at the 
rifport to meet the Crown 
Prince 

i Wso present at the airport 
'*° meet him were Prime 
Minister Abdur Rauof 

JjwaMeh, His Royal 

.Highness Prince Hashem, 
Wief of the Royal Court 
J™* 1 Kareem Kabariti, His 
Highness Prince 
and Chairman of the 
[Inint Chiefs of Staff. 

Prince Hamzah flew In 
Ni the United Kingdom, 
F»re he pursues his studies 
Sa nd Hurst College — 


1972 — King Hussein mar- 
ries Alia Toukan (Queen 
Alia). 

1977 — Queen Alia dies in 
helicopter crash. 

1978 — King Hussein 
marries Lisa Halaby 
(Queen Noor), 


1982 — President's Reagan 
peace plan. 

1989 _ First parliamentary 
elections in 20 years. 

1991 — Middle East peace 
conference is held. 

1994 — Jordan and Israel 
sign peace treaty. j. 


1998 __ King Hussein treat- 
ed at Mayo Clinic In 
Minnesota for cancer. 

1999 — After more treat- 

ment at Mayo clinic, King 
Hussein is flown home, 
where he dies on February 
7th. 


ISESCO HEAD MEETS 
KING, OFFICIALS 


HIS MAJESTY KING Abdullah 
received Wednesday Abdul 
Alla TVveljrl, Director' General 
Islamic Education, 
Science and Culture 
Organization (ISESCO), who 
offered his condolences over 
the passing away of His Majesty 
the late King Hussein. 


founders of ISESCO and has 
always supported its efforts to 
serve the Islamic world. 

ISESCO Is currently organiz- 
ing a training course for teach- 
ers' training supervisors on 
Information systems. 

TVvelJri also met with the 
Minister of Education, Izzat 


During the meeting the King j ara dat. and discussed with him 
asserted Jordan's commitment aspecB of cooperation 
to supporting the organization, between Jordan and ISESCO. ■ 
and commended its efforts in igESCO was established In 
serving the Islamic Nation In , 982. Its charter, adopted by a 

the fields of education and cul- confcrence held In Fez. 

tore. describes the Organization's 

Earlier, TVveljrl was -received objectives as "responsive to the 

by Prime Minister Abdur-Ka uf J and dreams 0 f the 

Rawabdeh who ! , tres ““ u ";' Islamic Umtna through cooper- 

relations between Jordan and . #«**i ^ 
the organization; ;• especially 
that Jordan was among the 


jordah is one of the founders 
. of ISESCO — The Arab Dally. 


GILBERT VISITS 
PM, MILITARY 
HIADQUARTBRS 

PRIME MINISTER ABDUR-Ratiof 
Rawabdeh received' Wednesday 
the British Minister of Military 
Procurement, Lord Gilbert. 

The meeting touched focussed 
on bilateral cooperation between 
Jordan and Ute United Kingdom, 
namely in the area of military 
defense. 

Lord Gilbert also met with 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, Abdul-HafezMirT Ka'abneh. 
The meeting dealt with military 
Issues of mutual interest artd 
way, of cooperation In military 
training arid exchanged of expert- 
.ences. 

During a meeting with His 
Majeity King Abdullah' ; ; on 
Monday, Lord Gilbert' announced . 

dratBritalnwas presentingjordan 

with a number of Challenger 1 
main battle tanks as a gift, and 
pledged his country’s determina- 
tion to continue Its support to 
• Jordan In the. various fields — 
Peln. - ■ 
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Bank employees: 

'AN AMENDMENT OR ELSE' 


BANK EMPLOYEES AND workers, who have 
been voicing their rejection to the "unjust 
decision" of the two -day holiday which was 
put into effect last month by the Central 
bank Governor last month, may after all call 
off ail imminent strike if the government, 
now seriously reviewing their situation, 
rakes a decision in their favor. 

Bank employees are calling for an 
amendment of the decision, to Include less- 
er working hours and a (Thursday-Friday) 
weekend instead of (Friday-Sat urd ay). 

‘The probability of amending the deci- 
sion is a dream that may come true. All 
bank workers and employees are standing 
united, asking for a quick amendment or 
else!" said Haidar Rashid, President of the 
General TVade Union of Banks, Insurance 
and Auditing yesterday. 

Rashid added that the union discussed 
this issue, on behalf of all bank workers, 
with the Ministry of Labor on March 15th, 
when the minister of Labor, Eid Fayez 
promised to give the issue full considera- 
tion and a quick solution That would satisfy 


both the bank workers and the govern- 
ment. 

"More than fifteen thousand bank work- 
ers will be congregating on March 20th at 
the Union of Professional Associations 
Complex, voicing their determination to 
demand a quick amendment of the two-day 
holiday, threatening to go on strike, thar 
would result in a complete shut down of 
the banking system in Jordan," Rashid 
pointed out. 

According to an official at the Ministry of 
Labor, who asked not to be named, the 
ministry is working on “a peaceful settle- 
ment" right now. 

"The issue is not a simple one, and both 
' the Minister and the Central Bank Governor 
have to realize the consequences if an 
amendment doesn’t take place in the coin- 
ing days," said the official. 

He added that a trilateral meeting ar the 
Central Bank rook place on March 15th, 
including Minister of Labor Eid Fayez, 
President of the General TVade Union 
Haidar Rashid, and die Central Bank 


Governor Ziyad Fareez. 

'‘Demands of bank workers and employ- 
ees were discussed during the meeting, ns 
well as ways of avoiding a paralyses in the 
banking sector if the demands are not 
met," noted the official. 

The General Trade Union of Banks, 
Insurance and Auditing voiced its rejection 
of the two-day holiday of Friday and 
Saturday without an increase in the wages. 
It sent a memorandum on February 1 8th to 
all bank directors, explaining the negative 
results that may arise, affecting all bank 
workers and employees. 

The memorandum asked all directors to 
apply article (72) of the 1996 Labor Act, 
regarding the availability of certain services 
and facilities for working mothers, in addi- 
tion to a salary increase, over-time remu- 
neration and a provision of a suitable place 
for the employees to have lunch during 
their break. 


by NOURA WA2ANI 

Crime Reporter 


A SIT-IN AT JORDAN UNIVERSITY 


STUDENTS AT THE University of Jordan staged 
Wednesday a sit-in opposite the Presidency 
Building to protest the much complained Letter 
Grading system applied by rhe University. 

Students called upon the University President 
Walid Ma’ani to come out and listen to their 
derpands. 

As he refused, a delegation of six students 
was formed to represent students and convey 
their demands to the President, but Ma'ani 
declined to receive them. 

Hareth Fakhri, President of the Students’ 
Union, said that the sit-in was aimed at achiev- 
ing the longed for amendments to the Grading 
System. 

According to Fakhri, the move is part of the 
students' continuous attempts since last 
September to convince the university adminis- 

by AN ARAB DAILY REPORTER 



AL JAZEERA'S AMMAN OFFICE REOPENS 


INFORMATION MINISTER NASSER Lawzi is 
planning to sign and issue a forma! state- 
ment permitting A1 Jazecra Satellite Channel 
to reopen it’s bureau in Amman, he said yes- 
terday. Hie station’s bureau Chief 
Mohammed Ajlouni added that the Channel 
has already been officially allowed to feed 
It’s material through Jordan Television, 

"We have informed the satellite station 
verbally that they are to be granted permis- 
sion to reopen but I have had no time so far 
to sign the agreement involved, I will, how- 
ever, get around to finalizing the matter 
within rhe next few days," Lawzi rold The 
Arab Daily. 

The derision, according to Ajlouni, is a 
sure sign of a new era of freedom of the 
press in die country adding "this is a new 
government with new policies. The decree is 
a direct expression of good will and under- 
standing towards the Jordanian press." 

A! Jazeera is a Qatari television station 
known for its controversial political debates. 
According to Tbrek Ayoub, Producer of Al 
Jazeera in Jordan, the pardon came about 
after “the. new government was appointed 
on’ the fourth of this month." 

"It all started two Thursdays ago when we 
asked Jordan Television to allow us to feed 


our story on die formation of die new gov- 
ernment; because they are the only station 
with permission to feed material. Minister 
Lawzi apparently called J.T.V and they direct- 
ly gave us permission to go ahead with the 
feeding of the story, " said Ayoub. 

According to the producer, after Lawzi 
and Rawabdeh discussed the matter with 
His Majesty King Abdullah, J.T.V and Al 
Jazeera were issued statements signed by 
Lawzi stating that the latter would be given 
full access to feed any coverage. 

However, "we have not yet received the 
statement stating our right to reopen our 
office; we expect to have it within the next 
two days." 

Ayoub explained that "six months ago" 
the Press and Publications Departement, 
headed by lyad Qattqn, sent Al-Jazeera an 
official statement signed by former 
Information Minister Nasser Judeh declaring 
that it is ordered to close it’s doors. 

‘The reason of such an action by the Press 
office, " added Ayoub was that six months 
ago Faisal Qassem, presenter of a show 
called ‘The Opposite Direction’ had received 
head of the Institute of Diplomacy and for- 
mer Foreign Minister Kama! Abqjaber along 
With Mohammed Khalifa, a Syrian scholar liv- 


ing in Europe, as guests on the show “and 
Abu Jaber couldn't find constructive answers 
to harsh accusations by Khalifa on Jordanian 
politics and it's role in the peace process." 

This had not been the first time that 
Qassem had received criticism for the issues 
his show tackles, “but, it was the last straw 
that the government would allow him to gel 
away with," said Ayoub. 

"The large amount of advertising firms 
asking to have their advertisements placed 
somewhere In the show reveals the amount 
of fans the show has gathered." stressed 
Ayoub suggesting that the ban did not affect 
the popularity of the fiery show. 

Abu Jaber, meanwhile, welcomed the 
reopening of Al Jazeera saying "1 am very sat- 
isfied with the new decision; I am one of the 
people who was against banning the sta- 
tion, However, I will not deny that the con- 
duct of Qassem was very indecent and 
rude.". 

Director of Press and Publications lyad 
Qattan and former Information Minister 
Nasser Judeh . refused to comment on the 
subject. • .. • 


by SERENE* SERH AN 
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HEARING oTmcIUiJ 
COUPLE' CASE TOD# 

THE SUPREME CRIMINAL each munfe, ^ 

Court wjll continue its hear- separately, and L!% 
ings today, in the trial of the will be 
convicted 


ARAB NEWS 5 


mgs today, in the trial ot the will be summmj , TUulPI - A minute ot : 

convicted couple liilal and mony re«S Xi observed * the =" d Wednesday with Iraq, 
Susan who committed eleven in a^ ^^Xirf the Arab foreign Foreign Minister Mohammad 

f;iT 5 J n .“'.',I h l!!‘' yt0,, , kl " C “"’L" 3 , 1 '"^hafcr^dl^Feb 7 An Iraqi’ 


lives of twelve innocent vic- 
tims, one of whom was a six- 
month old baby. 

The couple pleaded inno 


S . Feb. 7 An Iraqi request to discuss 

■“"J .f Bahrain Sheik for the first time since the Gulf 


Amman . Police 


; • r sa,d lhat (S^^Lte chief Esrnat the conflict has already tng- 

cent in fi-onl ol the judge who Suzan Tawfl, S opened the gercd protests from the Saudi 

designated a cuurt defense other five crimes. with an and Kuwaiti delegates. 

Abdul Alai Al Qanai of Kuwait 
and Fuad Sadek Mufti of Saudi 
Arabia accused Iraq of "using 
the missing issue to cover up 
the key problem which is the 


cuurt defense other five crimes, a * :s ^“^" ines day with an 
lawyer. Ait Talafeelt to pnise- to six previous « -immediate halt” 

cute their case, after they they were brought dr strikes against 

claimed they could not afford by Interpol last year ^ 


AN ISRAELI DELEGATION of 
forty businessmen, from the 
Israel Export Institute today, 
are expected to be joined by 
Jordanian officials and busi- 
nessmen for a seminar at the 
Meridian Hotel in Amman, 
said a source who prefered 
not to be named. 

The source told The Arab 
Daily that the members of the 
delegation who arrived yes- 
terday from Beit She'an, a city 
in North Israel, have already 
mer with some businessmen 
to discuss possibilities of 
joint ventures between the 
two countries, "bill they are 
mainly here because ol inter- 
est in the new QIZ." 

The QIZ or the Qualifying 
Industrial Zone is an area des- 
ignated as a free trade zone 
in order to be able to export 
goods to the United Slates 
duty-free. 

US Trade Representative 
Charlene Barshcfsky. twit days 
ago, designated the Gateway 
industrial Park along the bor- 
der between Israel and Jordan 
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ARAB LEAGUE FMS MEETING OPENS IN CAIRO, 
MEGUID DEMANDS HALT TO US STRIKES ON IRAQ 

__ A minute of affairs, Abdul Aziz Al Dekheil, 


'“S, AHChalifa. who Wbr the issue of Iraqi, Sauditmd 
Kuwaiti nationals missing since 


to hire an attorney. asking for an Imme- 

The couple will he tried for oyNOURAWHS) dl military accivi- 

MwSlfMs to which are only issue of prisoners or war.’ 

ICD AEI I ■ UKCCVAne ■» al the situation and They stressed that for Kuwait 

ISRAELI INVESTORS ID ^ dm security and and Riyadh there are no rniss- 

JORD&N 'HOD AITCf » Of the region,” the mg" but "prisoners or war" cap- 

JUKDAH rUR ilZJ' Staple secretary general lured by Iraq when it invaded 

the second QIZzok. it Kuwait 


The Gateway Project ii 


. Hi* strikes are taking place 


miles south of the sys tout 'United Nations pass . ~ 

Hussein Bridge, pri «J the only solution Washington and London to stop 

The first Zone ttf sdestatthe diplomatic route, enforcing bans on Iraq, flights 

‘ {resumption of cooperation over southern and northern 

mb, Iraq and the United regions of the country. 

«*> . 71 Arab Hinlnmars sai 


according to the 
Industrial 

Corporation and trou- 
ble forcrea.,n,41 lts inte r„al 


Guns and the respect for the 


inaugurated on March f 
of last year in Irbid (Jordiol 

The US congress, in lt> 
passed a legislation ro ami 
rize the elimination of duf. 
on articles produced in i 
West Hank, Gaza Strip. and: 
Qualifying Industrial Zono: 
Jordan for as long as fc 
have minimal Israeli 
The first shipment of pvl 
began entering the Uoii 
States earlier this year. 

The advantages of hi.i 
QIZs in Jordan indude p 
moting exports, technoli- 
transfer, enhancing prodiM r 
ily, creating new jobs 4- 
attracting foreign 
ments. 


fen,’ Abdul Meguid added 
lowing the 1991 Gulf War, 
United States, Britain and 
Jaiaset up “no-fly" zones the 
jfcttin the north and south of 


PRINCE ALI URGES 
VOLUNTEERS TO 
MAKE PILGRIMS 
FEEL AT HOME 

The Chechnjan pi*E rilB 


Iraq also wants the Arabs to 
resolution calling for 



Arab diplomats said Abdul 
Meguid would propose a com- 
promise under which Iraq 
would withdraw its request on 
the “missing" in exchange for 
an Arab vote against the exclu- 

Sion zones. Meguid accused Israel of eon- the double standard policy. 

Thirty-six items are on the S „ ... . i*Ur. ncl hit Iran..: but do 




■ ^France stopped taking part agenda of the conference, 
ids northern patrols in 1996 including Libya's crisis with the 
ri has suspended participa- West over the Lockerbie bomb- 

ion in the south since ing, Israeli policies and Irans 

,3 bomber. ■'occupation" of three Gulf 

Iraqis the main subject oF the islands claimed by the United 

fceign ministers meeting tak- Arab Emirates. 

H place here Wednesday and After the opening of^this 


tinuing “its effort to impose a They |the US) hit Iraq... but do 
status quo on Jerusalem by ille- not ask Israel to comply with 
gal means to turn the city Into a international resolutions, 
Jewish city and rid it of any Arab Sharaa said, 
presence." "Security Council resolutions 

should be binding to all mem- 
Syria accuses US bers j 0 f the united Nations), on 

l. « — — thi _ i n another speech, Syria’s top of which is the US, whose 

Iri place here Wednesday and After the opening of this J A , shel | ing is | eadin g to the death 

.{fhinday at Arab League head- year's first Arab foreign minis ^ ^ United ofdvi|lans in | raq ... a „d that is 

R®®- ters two-day meeti g, states of ignoring Arab calls for un der the claim of self- 

Tacmrequences of the Meguid condemned the US lomatlc so , utioI , t0 the defense ," Syria's top diplomat 

I Mobi are still an obstacle British airstnkes on Iraq ana TT. , d 

k'-V rebirth of Arab solidarity called on Baghdad to cooperate s| iaraa " said Washington's He lashed out at the right- 

die efforts we are with the United Nations. pressure Israel In wing government of Israeli 

Abdul Meguid said. “We have always. condemned ™ Middl( , East premler Benjamin Netanyahu 

hibidtoease.new tensions, the US-Brltish airstrlkes on Iraq iwa s “unclear and unjus- which he said was working, 

1 Meguid met Tuesday and rejected all violations of the P n s j nce j t took power In June 

: tab Kuwait's deputy prime international law," he said. -what's happening illustrates 1996, against peace and blamed 

and minister of cabinet On Middle East peace, Abdul ■“ 


it for the "demise” of the peace 
process on all tracks. 

"The US has ignored our calls 
for a diplomatic solution in 
Iraq.” said the Syrian minister 
who handed over the chairman- 
ship of the Arab League council 
to Somalia. 

Sharaa also criticized Israel’s 
"continuous attacks against 
southern Lebanon under the 
claim of self-defense," as well as 
the Israeli expansion of Jewish 
settlements and demolition of 
Palestinians houses in the occu- 
pied territories. 

IWo Lebanese 
draft resolutions 
Lebanon’s Foreign Ministry 


Secretary General Zafer Al 
Hassan presented to the meet- 
ing two draft resolutions, one 
calling for Israel's "uncondition- 
al" withdrawal from South 
Lebanon based on the two- 
decade-old UN Security Council 
Resolution 425. and another 
one urging Israel to release 190 
Lebanese prisoners, some of 
whom have been detained by 
Israel for the past 10 years. 

Iraq's Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Saeed Al Salihaf 
was one of the 10 foreign min- 
isters present, but he did not 
give a speech at the opening 
session. He held talks with 
Abdul Meguid on the sidelines 
of the meeting. 


; MANDELA TO DISCUSS 
10CKERBIE TRIAL WITH QADHAFI 

pWRO (R, AFP) — South African President Nelson Mandela 
Ptidistuss a planned trial of suspects In the 1988 Lockerbie jet 
during a visit to Libya on Friday, South African Foreign 
poster Alfred Nzo said on Wednesday. 


HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS . The Chechnjan pUfj* N», accompanying the South African leader on a visit to Oslo, 
Prince Ali Bin Al-Husseln thanked the g° wrn ** « Mandela would meet Libyan President Moammar Qadhafi 
chaired a meeting f or exempting their for a trial in the Netherlands of two Libyan Intelligence 

Wednesday at the Amman t0 fordan from feesaod^f*^- * e two main suspects. ^ 


Wednesday at the Amman t , or J an from fees W* two main suspects. 

International Hall at Marj .. J f . they** yT. 1 ** now c <>me to an agreement that the trial can take 

Al-Hamam, attended by "" * ’ 7, . • ^ Hag,, e . So we are busy firming op that kind of 

volunteers currently pro- been offi i • , Nzo told a news conference In Oslo, 

vldlng assistance to Arab The center, wft . Wadif Mandela expected a breakthrough during the visit. Nzo 
and Muslim pilgrims trav- Initiated upon . • . Jbe breakthrough happened already. I think that there 

elllng across Jordan. lives of -His MaJeW- ^^reement In Libya save for a few small Issues. 

. Prince All called on | a 'te King, provides ^ Libya called Wednesday on Arab countries to defy 

Jordanians to offer all the ^ B ervt«s J .•*«« •"! suspend sanctions imposed on TOpoll. . 

possible help — J - tnecioc *:;j Libyan nmnn«»i Amh teaeue foreign minister 

tance to the 
..guests in ordef 
their stay a pleasant .one. 


IfMIM JITI ATTACK 
fUlMCTID OUIKMLLA 
TAKOITf IN UIANON 

TYRE, Lebanon (AP) — Israeli 
warplanes attacked suspected 
guerrilla hideouts in southern 
Lebanon Wednesday. The 
Lebanese army responded 
with anti-aircraft Ate, 

Lebanese security ' officials 

said. Tile Israeli jets fired a 
missile at hideouts of the 
Lebanese resistance Hizbollah 

group between jabal.AI Butbiii 

and Yater at 1735 p m. 
(1535GMT). They returned 20 
minutes later to fire pother 
missile at the same area, said 
: the officials, speaking on cus- 

' tonlary condltion of anonyml- 

ty. 


BAHRAIN'S OPPOSITION URGES 
RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Three senior 
London-based Bahraini opposi- 
tion Figures on Wednesday 
.urged the Gulf state's new emir 
to release . all detained dissi- 
dents, including, the most 
prominent- Shiite ■ Muslim 
leader. , , 

“Theestablishmenr of equal- 
- itybetween citizens iqust begin 
by 1 the freeing of all those 
detained,, in. particular; Sheik 
/Abdul Arnir Al jamrl," the main 
opposition figure who Is being' 
tried ,ori charges of leading 
unrest, 

; "Equality between citizens is 
an essential foundation in the 
stability and security of all 
states," Sheiks Hamza- Dirt. 
', Haidar. Sitri and A)l Salman said 
, in the^tatenfent received here. 


Bahrain's new emir. Sheik 
Hamad Ben Issa Al Khalifa, 
vowed last week to follow in 
the footsteps of his late father 
who ruled for 38 years. 

He said he would “not dis- 
criminate between the sons of 
Bahrain, regardless of their ori- 
, gins or confession," in refer- - 
ence to the mainly Shiite oppo- 
sition which has agitated for a 


restoration of parliament, dis- 
solved in 1975. 

Bahrain's opposition In exile 
has called for Sheik Hamad to 
accept a reconciliation and 
address “the crisis by defining 
the solution In political rather 
than military or paramilitary 
terms.” 

The unrest has cost at least 
3g lives since December .1999. : 


KUWAITIS, IAUDIS O^POfB A«A« 

CONDEMNATION OP HO-PLY ZONSS 

CAIRO [AFP) — Kuwait and Saudi Arabia blocked the- Arab League- 
from debating Wednesday a proposal to condemn JJS. and llriHsh; 
enforced no-fly zones over Iraq, a senior League-ofilc|al said. Tlie ; 
league official quoted Saudi Foreign Minister Spud Al Fjiisal. as say- 
ing “his country always opposed strikes against Iraq in principle 
but that the United Nations was the proper place to disepss the 
exclusion zones," • , . - • 



ABM* 



Iraq rejects criticism 
Birumn ^111 gtf If Altil? FMS 

BAGHDAD (AFP) - Iraq on Wednesday rejected criticism (rom 
Gulf Arab foreign ministers of its failure to cooperate with the 
United Nations and accused Saudi Arabia and Kuwait of taking 
their orders from Washington, The stand adopted by Gulf for- 
eign ministers was proof of their “total submission to US pres- 
sure and blackmail," an information ministry spokesman 
charged, quoted by the official news agency INA- "The text was 
a copy of the US position on Iraq." he said, noting it came only 
days after US Defense Secretary William Cohen toured the Gulf. 
“It’s not Iraq which is defying international resolutions, but the 
Saudi and Kuwaiti regimes, from whose bases US and British 
planes take o(T to bomb Iraq and kill its sons," the spokesman 
said. 

Iraq masses IB.onn 
Pilgrims at Sourii hr. rT hr 

BAGHDAD (AFP) - Some 18,000 Iraqis were massed at a bor- 
der post with Saudi Arabia on Wednesday waiting for visas for 
the Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca, an Iraqi official said. The offi- 
cial told Journalists that the pilgrims were gathered at the 
desert border post ofAr'ar. "Iraq rejects die delaying tactics of 
the |UN| sanctions committee which aims to deprive it of the 
right (to carry out the pilgrimage) in keeping with its quota 
which is 23,000," he said. 

Yemen's President visits Slnnr. nffrf} 

SINGAPORE (API - The president of Yemen, Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
will tour port facilities and meet leaders in Singapore during a 
brief visit Wednesday and Thursday, the government said in a 
statement. The Yemeni president was to meet Thursday with 
Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong, attend a lunch hosted by 
President Ong Teng Cheong, and tour Singapore's port, the 
statement said. 

Lebqnese PM ♦« vl.fr q^r, VlU 

BEIRUT (AFP) - Lebanese Prime Minister Salim Hoss is to visit 
Qatar and the United Arab Emirates this week to encourage 
Gulf investment in Lebanon's post-war rebuilding plan, officials 
said Wednesday. Hoss will travel Friday for a 24-hour visit to 
Doha to hold talks with Qatari Emir Sheik Hamad Ben Khalifa A1 
Than), they said. On Saturday, Hoss will head to Abu Dhabi to 
meet with President Zayed Ben Sultan A! Nahayan,.they said. 

Morocco- UKI ? j pn aareamant 
flamines In Western Sahara 

RABAT (AFP) - Morocco and the United Nations have signed a 
military agreement to identify and destroy mines and unex- 
ploded bombs still buried in the Western Sahara, UN officials 
based in Al Ayun said Tuesday. The agreement on “the reduction 
of danger from mines and unexploded devices in the territory 
or Western Sahara 1 ’ does not apply to minefields bordering the 
fortifications built by Morocco in the barren eastern part of the 
territory. The accord was signed on Friday by General Bemd 
Lubemk, the commander of (MINURSO) the UN mission charged 
with organizing a referendum on seir-detemi [nation in the 
Western Sahara, and General Abelaziz Bennani, commander of 
Morocco's southern military zone. 

Rumors Of moss resettlement 
In US drow Sam»H T ^ KmYfl 

NAIROBI (AFP) - Some MS Somali asylum seekers have 
arrived In Kenya following widespread rumors of “mass-reset- 
dement” of refugees in the United States, a spokesman for the 
UN refugee agency said Wednesday The refugees arrived In 
Kenya's Indian Ocean port city of Mombassa by boat from the 
southern Somali port of Kismayo on Sunday, UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) spokesman Peter Kessler 
told AFP. “The group was mainly young men between the age of 
15 and 22 who came from Mogadishu and Kismayo with the 
intention of settling in a third country," said Kessler. 


SH " V0TE ON STATEHOOD 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — denied by Israeli judicial 
A key political ally of Israeli authorities. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Security was stepped up for 

Netanyahu was convicted of judges who heard the case 
corruption charges Wednesday amid fear s of a violent ethnic 
in a case that has raised ethnic backlash. Hundreds of police 
tension among Jews ahead of a guarded the courthouse as the 
general election in May. 917-page verdict was read. 

The Jerusalem District Court, ^ ut Ded issued a call for pub- 

ruling in a six-year-old case, tic order and with the exception 
found Aryeh Deri, 40, leader of a brief tire-burning incident 
the ultra-Orthodox Sephardic in Jerusalem, no serious distur- 
Torah Guardians Party (Shas), bances were reported, 
guilty of bribery, fraud and He faces U P t0 21 y ears In 
breaching public trust during P r ‘ son although legal experts 

service in the Interior Ministry, predicted lie was unlikely to 

Public interest in Deri's fate rece ' ve the maximum term 
was so great that the three- when he is sentenced at a later 
Judge panel broke from proce- da *®‘ 

dure and allowed the verdict to “lack-coated supporters of 
be broadcast live on Israeli ? eri wept outside tlie court - 

ra di 0- house when they heard the 

Tlie charismatic black-hatted "T S ° T e Sang and danced in 

politician has been a powerbro- a of support, 
ker in governments left and ^eri vowed not to let the ver- 
right since he buret onto the I ] am P er Shass chances in 
political scene in the mid- ^ eleCtl0n ’ '" slstin 8 that his 
1 980s followers would go door-to- 

Shas, Israel's third-largest 

pa«y. has 10 legislators in the " he was 

nn_. mk „ smothered by reporters and 

N ’ h . par iament ' well-wishers, Deri said: “Look 
7, 7f h “' Wh ° , haS f aCtl 7 y « me and see how I feel." . 

“77 ° f ‘ he May 'n the most serious charge 

17 poll, said his heart was with against him. the court found — — 

that a decade ago. as director SSSSJSKSSK'S! 


/ 


™* " “"““t “SO. as Director at jiiumlim's district court on wisnumv. 

77 “ ft e " ,ter 7 Mln 7 ry and tri P s abroad - rejecting his "No power in thewsrid 
and then interior minister, Den contention he received the 


took 1155,000 ... 
three associates who also were 
convicted for bribery 


Deri but that “the state of Israel 
is a state of law.” 

Some Shas supporters had 
charged that the prosecution of 
the Moroccan-born Deri was 

SK.53S5: for brlbery ^ sla T r ' N T, TclZur ' ^' and 7“ 

a” r rn, rr srsr; 

African origins, an allegatio n mone y to pay for apartments tcnce hearing for March 25. Reuters, 


v-ssM.iiiwii iic icteivra me destroy us.... We believe M 

bribes from funds from his wife's adoptive nothing wrong...We beta 
P arer *ts. there is persecution api 


BASHIR: SUDAN SUFFERS SANCTIONS 

EM b nireiiiA m m ^ 


— - » a sHRvuvna 

FOR RAISING THE BANNER OF ISLAM 

KHARTOUM (AFP) Sudan's adherence to Islam Khartoum, is mainly inhabited bv immigrant 
OiTaI SSa Pr ° ble 7 Presid 7 trib « *■> nL" wt mt td" "wore 

wX vlT„; h LtKhmI a 7w3rtimm V o ^ ° m ‘ 

defend the faith at all costs. Al * nbaa dall 7 sald - 

"Sudan beats ail forms of sanctions, problems c “ ash ' r ' w '° se «* lmc ls n 8 htl "S «"■' rebel 
and ware due to its raising tlie banner of La Ilah SUdan People s Uberatlon Army (SPLA) seeking 
Ilia Allah (there is no god but Allah],” General an end t0 ls,amic domination of the mainly ani- 
Bashir said Tuesday at Mairnu in' Sennar stare, nilst and christ J an souttl - said in Mairnu that the 
according to Wednesday's press. wa s "binding on the Niger tribes." 

The military leader, who came to power in a He add ed that they had origlunlly come to 
1989 coup and is backed by Muslim fiindamern Sudan centuries ago following a Muslim leader 
tallsts, on Thesday urged all young men to join from Niger, Osman Dan I-'odlo, in the name of the 
mujahedeen (holy fighters) of the recently Islamic cause, whose banner his own regime had 
formed Al Nasr Al Mubin (Manifest Victory) now raised in Khartoum. 

Ms?™ 0 Sudanese Soil " " Sudan 15 P re P ared to fl * bt >■* emlnt world for 

Mairnu.. some 320 kilometers southeast of the sake of this banner,” Bashir pledged. 


SOMALI GUNMEN HIJACK 
TAIWAN, UKRAINE BOATS 

hllactod'^ SL7k S °, m 7 gU 7 en have were taken hostage in another hijacking in the 
b rom ™ Wan and same region. 

UKralne on Somalia s eastern coast, takine more , . 

than 50 people hostage, local' elders raid on 77 T™ “ ntact<id by short - wave radl ° 
Wednesday, the hostages were being guarded by the 

About 50 gunmen in Speedboats attacked the ■ gunmon, who had so far resisted all attempts at 
Taiwanese - boat on Monday near the Indian mediation, No ransom demand had yet been ' 
Ocean coastal town of Ell, about 800 kilometers •Mued, they said, 
northeast of Mogadishu, capturing more than 30 ■ Foreign fishing boats, many heavily armed, 

Taiwanese, Ugandan, Tanzanian and - - “ • *-• 


nationals, the elders said. 

One Somali and about 20 Ukrainian crewmen 


Indian' take advantage of the collapse. In central 
government Ip Somalia since 1991 to fish Illegal-: 
Ty in Somali waters, ■;'! . . .• . - L 


SToTY (AFP) — Tlie Palestinians react- 

Wednesday to a vote by US 

„,s opposing a declaration of an 
Sent Palestinian state, accusing the 
Ibture of meddling in the affairs of 
Srpeopie. 

Si liS Congress has no right to deny 
the just and lawful right of a 
jt dd itself of occupation and to 
Jits own future in common with all 
Irther peoples of the world," 
, presidential secretary Tayeb 


Abdul Rahim told AFP. 

"The legislature of the United States can- 
not tell others what they may and what 
they may not do," he said. 

The House of Representatives passed a 
resolution on Tliesday opposing the unilat- 
eral declaration of a Palestinian state and 
warning Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
that It would cut off all financial aid to the 
Palestinian National Authority if such an 
announcement is made. 

The Senate adopted a similar bill last 
week. 


Rahim fired back that the resolution was 
designed to boost Netanyahu's Likud party 
and other right-wing groups in the May 17 
Israeli elections. 

“It is an expression of support for the 
extreme right in Israel so that it can contin- 
ue occupying Palestinian land and intensify 
its campaign of settlement and it will lead 
to the blowing up of the peace process," he 
said. 

"The vote by Congress at this time repre- 
sents a* clear Intervention against the pow- 
ers of peace in Israel during an election 
campaign," he said. 




IIAfl TO IRANI 
YOU CANNOT NAV! 

IT BOTH WAYI 

CAIRO (AFP) — inn UK 
thinking item renin Mil 
ties with foe Arabs whiit 
strengthening its pip 
islands dalmed by the ihiid 
Arab Emirates, the Bffifcwp 
minister wared h* 
Wednesday. 

The minister, RashM ^ 
Abdullah Al Nuayml. di*" 5 
League foreign mlalsttn 
Iran has defied their tAshri 1 
improve the situation overAhj 

Musa, Greater Tunb anile® 

Hinb by "consc'idal'rt c 
occupation of the \d® 
Islands.” i 

He then urged ban i« 
"thinking It Is *oio| ,»» 
occupied Arab lands 
at the sartie Vtjmo- 
tjons with the Arab 
. The minister thlpw ’ 

Arab countries forWg 

which he said siipWgr* 
Emirati position. .. v ■ 


IraeL hails us congress vote against 

PALESTINIAN STATE DECLARATION 

((IV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister seniements in foe occupied Pa.estiuian , "foi^^-'^n^ 
r ,^Cslo" d o P po 0 : "^"^ttoMadrid 

^rnrerer ldAFPof 

.ndnued Jewish settlement budding the State ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . , late decisio „ by tte Palestinian leadership 

^“ib"e decision which way that Palestinians have the right to »«d for Israel 

STth^Tof^PaSn^ tare “ Washington, the US House of and the Palestinians to . legoda.e theta. 

Mjrusional vole on Tuesday. .... - . foe Westinian National Au,l W nty PNffi 
UV , he same time Netanyahu's its leaden Eraser Arafat, goes ah d. «h 
^tasman, David Bar illa,., categorically plans to unilaterally declare ao mdepen 
rejected a US State Department denuucia- dent state in May when n e P 

Pm of Israel's po licy of expanding Jewish accords with Israel expire. 

OH RIPSE1INTATIVI IN I CVRIA ACCUSES ISRAEL OF DAMAGING 

INI WESTERN SAHARA J 1 ” _ - .. 

PEACE TREATY WITH JORDAN 

cubic meters. A subsequent 
1997 agreement between the 
King Hussein 


But the so-called final status negotiations 
were suspended after a ceremonial open- 
ing in 1996 and have not been resuinetl 
since Netanyahu's right-wing government 
came to power in June 1996. 


RESIGNS 


UWT1D NATIONS (R) — 
Charles Dunbar, a retired 
American foreign service offi- 
ce!, has resigned his post as the 
special representative in 
Western Sahara , diplomats said 
on Wednesday. Tlie envoys said 
Dunbar, who took up the 
wignment in December 1991, 
“ill leave at the end of the 
month for personal reasons, 
only accepted the job 
fin a limited period. No replace- 
mew was named for the post, 
''tich includes supervision oF 
wwe 400 UN peacekeepers. 


yimeni CONDIMNID 
to DEATH FOR LETHAL 
BOMB ATTACK 

AD®, Yemen (AFP) — A south- 
J™ Yemeni court on 
Wednesday sentenced one man 
10 death and 10 others to 
Pisofl terms for a bomb attack 
Jtar that killed five people. 
Jw comt condemned Abdul 
™tah Mohammad Awad and 
a jail sentence of 10 
on Hlsham N&sser 
Ta mi.mi. Nine other defendants 
received sentences ranging 
“J 1 **° to three ,yeap and 
others were acquitted. The 
Which opened December 
‘ s ihe fourth on southern' 
D0| w attacks In the last, tv/o 


DAMASCUS (AP) - A govern- tlemems even if this leads » 

meilt newspaper on keep the Arabs thirsty, it said. __ 

Wednesday accused Israeli As part of the 199 peace Netanyahu gavejordan an addi- 

Prime Minister Benjamin accord. Israel initially agreed to ^ 25 million cubic meters. 
Netanyahu of trying to subvert supply Jordan with 30 million 
the peace process with Jordan 
by cutting its share of water. 

“After destroying the peace 
tracks with Syria, Lebanon and 
the Palestinians, Netanyahu has 
hammered a wedge into the 
peace process with Jordan, 

Tlshrln newspaper, said in an 
editorial. 

Tishrin said “the water which 

Netanyahu talks about is stored 
Jordanian water, which Israel 
has committed to re-pump to 
Jordan." 

The water comes from the 
Sea of Galilee, the 'Yarmouk 
river and from regional water, 
sheds. 

Tishrin accused Israel of try- 
ing to use the water for the 
growing needs of* the new set- 
tlements that; Netanyahu's, 
administration want? tq build 
In the Jordanian valley, 

“The ' ‘goverrtment t .. 

Netanyahu has thuj 

deception by acflujring the lafiq 

and the water at thq ^nme time 
to speed up the building of sef- 





lartaiFSiiss* sss® PSA'S MINISTER JOBE MARIA AXNAR W 
PALMTIHIAN PUIIDINT TAHIR AOAPAI IM™ J**’™ 0 * 

| TO THSIR MSSTINO AT THR MOHOJA OALAH IN MAQOIO. 

ARAB LEAGUEt PALESTINIANS HAVE 
RIGHT TO DECLARE STATE 

CAIRO (R) — Arab countries back the right of Palestinians to 
declare an independent state in May or any other suitable tune, 
foe head of the Arab League said at tile start of an Arab foreign 
minisrers' meeting in Cairo on Wednesday, 

"We confirm the Palestinian people have tlie right to an inde- 
pendent state with Jerusalem as its capital, either on May-tor at 
any other time tlie Palestinian leadership finds suitable, Esmat 
Abdul Meguid said. 

PNA ACCUSES ISRAEL OF VIOLATING 
WATER ACCORDS 

ISMiSSSSSS 

1 agreed, tmts 

mandating that it supply Palestinian areas with 25 million cubit 

'“TSis water only if there is a surplus." Abu Safiyeh 
s lid "OiiIy after tlie pools at the Jewish settle moits .ire full. 
said that Hie recent severe drought meant thaL the supply from 

'Trael of tire- aquifers in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip, while the Palestinians control the remaining 20 

Pe Abu Safiyeh said Israel provides each Palestinian with 10 liters 
orwater a day. one-fifth of the set international minimum. 

He said that the allocations to Jewish settlements in the VWs 
Rank are 400 percent greater. Tliere are about 1 .8 million 

Palestinians in the West Bank and about 150.000 settlers. 

^Palestinians say iiie settlements are illegal and an obstacle to 

Pe |sra'eli water commissioner Meir Ben-Meir would not publish 
numblrs bni he confirmed that settlements get greater a loda- 
rions. He said this was because the average Israeli consumption 

S, X«o^tK&nians expected Israeli coop- 
e ration incomba ting environment problems in the Palestinian 
areas including an acute sewage problem and industrial pollution. 

Peter Lemer, spokesman for tne Israeli civil administration In 
theWest Bank and Gaza, acknowledged the e" v !™"m e " ta l PI ob ' 
lems and said that there are joint Palestinion-lsraeli effoits to 
reach a solution. 

NETANYAHU TO MEET PRIMAKOV 

rsuMiTn^ 

Interfax agency quoted the ministry as saying. 

PALESTINIAN POLICE ARRBSJV 
SUSPECTED HAMAS SOMBMAKERS 

wErrested aritf/tiamei only.one {a lmad- Mbhammad AH. 22. 

fit>m l tlfe;Bu^p;fefbgee cSnplJ.. r' * - >v a 1 - 






ITHE AMERICAN 
SYSTEM 


WASHINGTON, It was typical of the genial John Chafee that when 
he announced his retirement from the Senate this week, he did not 
issue one of those pompous "Washington is terrible, Congress is 
beneath me" statements now so common when solons announce 
they're quitting. 

"I want to make it dear that I’m not going away mad or disillu- 
sioned or upset with the Senate, u the Rhode Islqpd Republican told 
The New York Times’ Alison Mitchell. “I think it’s a great place." 

Chafee's retirement now means that two great Senate problem- 
solvers, the other is New York’s Democratic Senator Daniel Patrick 
Moynlhan, will be gone.- Their departure further frays the link 
between our time and a moment a few decades back when the 
political news was dominated by battles over policy (imagine that) 
and a competition between the parties over whose programs had 
the best chance of working. I disapprove of nostalgia, but we could 
surely use a new season of that old spirit. 

Chafee is that rarity that no longer speaks its name: He’s a liber- 
al Republican. He was never shy about saying that certain problems 
could only be solved through public action. He fought hard to 
expand health insurance coverage and was one of the Senate’s pre- 
mier environmentalists. He, like Moynlhan, with whom he worked 
comfortably, could build bridges and find the Senate's philosophi- 
cal middle. 

But the Chafee middle was not a mushy muddle. If getting some- 
thing done meant working with Democrats and making enemies, 
Chafee did it, and paid the price. Thus did his more conservative 
colleagues vote him out as party conference chairman In 1990. He 
just kept going, and in the process created tens of thousands of 
Chafed Democrats jn his highly Democratic home state. 

Conservatives, for reasons of principle, object to Chafee and 
those remaining Republicans who are like him. In the old 
Goldwater-era phrase, they see them as "me too" Republicans who 
mimic Democrats. Tb the conservatives, liberal Republicans were 
people who voted with the Democrats" 70~ percent’ of the time and 
expected conservatives to cheer the remaining 30 percent of their 
votes. 

Yet Chafee's stepping down is a useful reminder that the tradition 
he represents was once at the heart of the Republican Party. There 
was nothing "me too" about progressive Republicans who toasted 
tiie politics and then the memory of Tfeddy Roosevelt. They were 
important in the big cities (New York City's Fiorello LaGuardia was 
one of their giants) and in rural America (Nebraska's George Norris 
was one of the century's finest progressive senators). 

Liberal Republicanism could trace Its roots right back to. the 
beginning oF the republic. In his 1964 book “Order of Battle, ’* the 
lace Senator Jacob Javlts of New York announced bis "choice of 
ancestors" as Alexander Hamilton, Henry Clay, Abraham Lincoln 
and, of course, TR. 

What bound them together was “a vision of ’ the national inter- 
est'. " as against regional or parochial interests, and their willing- 
ness to use die federal government for the national good. Hamilton 
used it to build up the new nation's fledgling industrial economy. 
Clay to create his “American System" binding the nation together 
with roads and canals, Lincoln to save the union, end slavery (and 
also establish the land grant colleges), Roosevelt to protect the 
environment and regulate the new economy. 

The first heavy blow to liberal Republicanism came not from 
inside the Republican Party, but from Franklin D. Roosevelt. FDR 
converted progressive Republicans .into progressive Democrats in 
large batches. And a near-lethal blow was struck by Lyndon B. 
Johnson when he embraced the traditionally Republican 'cause of 
; civil rights. This drove conservative Democrats, in the South espe- 
cially, into Republican ranks. Progressive Republicans from the 
Northeast, people such as Chafee, found themselves ever more 
marginalized in a party increasingly led by conservative 
Southerners. 

Now you can nrgue that our current American party system is 
more rational than the old bpcause it lines up a more-or-less con- 
servative party against a more-or-less progressive party. That means 
that in die future, there will be little room in the GOP for the likes 
of Chafee. Republican strength in the South will increase even as its 
old New England bastions become ever more solidly Democratic, 

But there is a loss Jji this. Progressive Republicans have, been, on 
the whole, high quality public servants with a capacity for civility, a 
tendency toward the practical; an interest in innovation and reform, 
and a gift for spotting flaws in the ideas of both parries. It makes 
you hope that John Chafee's Republican generation will not be the 
last ofits idnd. 

By EJ, DIONNE JR. 


MARCH 18 - 19, 1999 — 

MEDIATORS EXPRESS PESSIMlsjjjl 
ON THIRD DAY OF KOSOVO TALKS 


PgftgpAU^MARCH 18-19, — - - mm 8P& 

HT LAUNCHES SEARCH FOR 
NEW COMMISSION BOSS 


PARIS (AP) — Faced with Serb 
intransigence over a Kosovo 
peace plan, the chief interna- 
tional mediator said he antici- 
pated no further progress and 
that the talks would end soon 
with a signing by the ethnic 
Albanians who already have 
agreed to the deal. 

The three international medi- 
ators spent the day Wednesday 
trying to convince the Serbs the 
"substantive" changes they are 
demanding are not acceptable. 

Chief negotiator Christopher 
Hill told a news conference that 
based on the last few days "We 
would not anticipate any fur- 
ther progress" and a signing 
with the ethnic Albanians 
would take place “very shortly." 

Apparently at odds with his 
fellow mediators, Russian nego- 
tiator Boris Mayorsky said ‘‘As 
long as there is time, there is 
hope" and that unless both 
sides signed there would be no 
agreement, 

Hill also criticized the Serb 
military buildup in and around 
Kosovo, saying it had violated 
both an October agreement on 
the Serb military presence in 
the area as well as the spirit of 
-tlte-talks. 

Tblks are expected .to contin- 
ue Thursday, but the negotia- 
tors declined to say when the 
expected signing would take 
place. 

Day three of this second 
round of talks primarily of con- 
sisted of the Serbs continuing 
to stonewall the talks. 

"We aren’t even discussing 
the text" of the accord, chief 
talks spokesman Phil Reeker 
told The Associated Press, He 
said the Sjerbs "are demanding 
substantive changes, which we 
cannot accept." 


• ’ |*ro;cessus 

,V\ dtvfti 



For their part, the Serbs said 
they had not received answers 
on why the draft agreement 
cannot be amended and only 
technical changes would be 
allowed. 

“Our delegation thinks this is 
.a crucial issue ," Seri? delegation 
leader Ratko Markovic said in a 
statement. 

The Albanian side claimed 
the Serbs were trying to change 
70 percent of the proposed 
political agreement changes 
that would give the ethnic 
Albanian majority even less 
autonomy than it has now. 
Reeker declined to say how 
much of the agreement the 
Serbs want changed. 

Serbian President Milan 
Milutinovic now says his side 
still refuses the military compo- 
nent, and will only sign the 


political part "under the pre- 
condition" the mediators 
“accept ail of our complaints." 

Milutinovic's comments 
appeared to bring closer the 
prospect of NATO airstrikes 
against Serbia. 

Western nations sponsoring 
the talks have said the military 
and political components are 
inseparable, and have warned 
of an armed intervention if 
Serbs continue to reject the 
U.S.-sponsored plan. 

On Wednesday, Milutinovic 
accused international media- 
tors of trying to impose a fraud- 
ulent peace on Serbia. 

“Our proposals are fair 
enough," lie said. "But the oth- 
ers would like to just have 
fraud." 

Accusing Serb negotiators of 
backtracking on key elements 


of the draft agreement, 1U 
State Department spofesna 
James P. Rubin said in Paris h 
H icsday: "Time and paticu 
clearly are running out.' 

The Serbs must decide 
“whether they want a pew 
agreement rather than a 
srrophe," he said a 
Washington. 

His comments came amid a 
ominous new buildup of form 
in and around Kosovo. Hi 
Pentagon spokesman Kemrfi 
Bacon said 16,000 to 21.00. 1 
Yugoslav army troops are no- 
on the perimeter of lie 
province, up from about I0JM 
reported two weeks ago ad 
4,500 in late February. An adt 
tional 14,000 to 1M» 
Yugoslav army forces » 
deployed inside Kosovo, few 


atSSELS(AFP) — The hunt for a new s 
EL of the European 

Ltoion got underway in earnest i 

a Wednesday a day after the power- 

Hoeoitive was forced to quit after < 
tang criticism of its management, 
bnef Italian prime minister Romano 
NATO chief Javier Solana and 
h,wal premier Antonio Guterres 
pit among names being touted as 
facile successors to Jacques Santer, 
foment president who has been 
jgedited by charges that his team 
^control over fraud and nepotism 
HtheEU bureaucracy. 

. Th^ European Parliament, which 
^pted the unprecedented institu- 
^j] crisis by threatening to dismiss 
Commission, has 'made it clear that 
inspects Santer to go as quickly as 
'jfajlile so that the work of imple- 
ialing far-reaching reforms to the 
tty business is done in Brussels can 
begin under fresh leadership. British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair has called 
For El) leaders to move quickly to . 
appoint "a political heavyweight," and 
give him a mandate to implement 
■mot and branch" reform. But 
Gennany, which currently holds the Ell 
presidency, has made it clear that it 
wants all 20 commissioners, including 
Suiter, to remain in office at least until 
ifara crucial summit of EU leaders in 
Beilin next week. The summit is due 
tocondude difficult negotiations on 
die reform of the EU’s budget and 
major policies. The commission is a 
central player in the complex discus- 


sions. 

As a result, it was very much busi- 
ness as usual in Brussels on 
Wednesday with the 20 commission- 
ers holding their weekly meeting as if 
nothing had changed. Germany even 
hinted that this surreal situation could 
continue beyond the Berlin talks. 
Bonn's minister for European Affairs 
Gunther Verheugen said Wednesday it 
was "unlikely" that a successor to 
Santer would have been found and 
agreed upon by next week. Santer 
himself has made it clear that he is 
extremely reluctant to swiftly depart 
the Brussels stage under a cloud over 
allegations that he regards as 
unfounded. 

The timing of the commission's res- 
ignation has left EU leaders with a 
major institutional headache. Santer's 
term of office expires at the end of the 
year, when a new President is due to 
be appointed anyway. The simplest 
solution would be to bring forward 
this nomination and let the new supre- 
mo get straight down to business. But 
this would make it difficult for the 
Parliament to be fully consulted on the 
leaders' choice before the parliament 
breaks up in May for June elections. 

Verheugen indicated that he did not 
| expect any long-term successor to 
i Santer to be nnmed until after the 
; political make-up of the new parlia- 
i ment is known, saying the election 
i results would "play a decisive role." in 
a the nomination. Italy's Romano Prodi 
ic currently the front-runner to replace 




•§'£* j*~ it 3* 

O.n.rul Vl«w oi the Conference table at the EU headquarter., durleq the weekly 

would not necessarily be acceptable to Tmde ' ta— . uS-l Drit , 3n „ hig | lly reS pec.ed 

the parliament's biggest group, the who s ' i tio „ ing himseir but lie is not the most popular of fig- 

Socialists, who want to see someone dents, y P ures in Brussels or with some EU gov- 

closer to them installed in Europe's for this ro = . oner pub . emmen ts. France in particular is suspi- 

^t^'r^nd^rdr! .idy distanced himself from Santer's clous of Britton's free 


INDONESIA TO CHECK 
ON SUHARTO'S 
PROPERTY ABROAD 

IAKARTA IR) — Indonesia's attorney general said on Thursday his 
office would check if former president Suharto has overseas prop- 
erty following a report that members of his family were selling 
London houses worth 1 1 million pounds ISIS mihon). 

■'It is only a report, we wifi check it first with the foreign affairs 
department since it has reported that there W1 ‘ ™ 
abroad, but we will check again," Attorney General Audi Ghahb 
said .adding that the search was only for property under Suharto s 

"Tuharto was questioned for four hours last December In cm- 
nection with allegations he illicitly amassed a fortune which some 
analysts have estimated to be vvorrhseveral biihondollarsdunng 
his 32 years In power. Suharto was forced to step down last May 
ami d political and economic turmoil. . 

'POLICE DETAIN LAST SUSPECT 
IN GERMANY'S BIGGEST 

kidnapping 

HAMBURG (AFPI — Police Wednesday detained the last suspect in 
the 1996 kidnappjng of millionaire tobacco heir Jan Philipp 
Reeintsma. whose 33-day abduction led to the biggest i W. ... 
but in Germany's history, the public prosecutors office aid. A 
spokesman for the Hamburg prosecutor s office had [denied the 
man es a 32-year-old Polish rational, only named.Plotr, wlw had, 
turned himself in to the police Tuesday. Reemtsma, heir rathe for- 
tune of one or Europe's biggest agarette companies, was k d- 
napped outside his Hamburg home in March 1996 andheWna 
cellar. He was released 33 days later after payment of a 33-milllon- 
mark ltS-million-euro, l^rriilllon I) ransom, the biggest ever paid 
: out in Germany. So far only a tiny amount of the money has been 

recaptured, ; , . ; • • F * 
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CAR BOMB ATTACK on bosnIan^ mENCH COURT ORDERS FREEZE 
CROAT POLITICIAN ANGERS CROATS KUWAITI BANK ACCOUNTS 

SARAJEVO (AFP) — Bosnian Croats mount- Hercegovacka-Nereiva canton said. will be bronglit into question th ■ W*" w ” “ 

ed protests Wednesday in southern and "" «-r-i ~:j .1—. »*..-«• ■entry- --- - 


ed protests Wednesday in southern and The official said that Muslim police in a of the peace process." "'""'"""WR 
central Bosnia as a top Bosnian Croat politi- few Croat-majority towns of southern However. Muslim and intemarim 
cian lay in a coma following a car bomb Bosnia-Herzegovina were being sent home cials have warned against blaming* 

attack that strained ethnic ties, officials from work. on the Muslims, suggesting that Lm* 

said. Meanwhile. UN spokesman Douglas attacks on organized crime mirfitl ^ 1 

[ozo Leutar, 45, deputy interior minister Coffman told reporters in Mostar that vided the motive. 


YEKATERINBURG — A reactor at Russia's Beloyarsk nudear 
power station in Siberia was halted on Wednesday because of a 
minor malfunction, the station's management said. 

"The reactor was stopped for routine servicing and to reload 
fuel in February and was restarted on February 27,” the man- 
agement said in a statement. 

“A fault with the Riel block was discovered in connection with 
this work." 

The statement did not elaborate but said the incident did not 
pose a threat to people or the environment. It said the repairs 
could take 10 days. The reactor is one of several at the nudear 
plant — Reuters. 


MOSCOW — Russia and North Korea initialed a cooperation 
agreement Wednesday in the North Korean capital, but did not 
mention any Joint projects that they would be working on, a 
news report said. 

Both countries are suffering deep-rooted economic problems 
and have little tgt offer cadi other at present. 

Still, Russian Deputy Foreign Affairs Grigory Karasin and his 
North Korean counterpart Lee In Koo hailed the agreement as an 
important step in developing better relations. 

The agreement will replace an old friendship and cooperation 
treaty signed almost 40 years ago — Associated Press. 


Seoul — South Korea plans to start a campaign for donations to 
send fertilizers ro famine-stricken North Korea, officials in Seoul 
said Wednesday. 

The precise amount to be shipped is to be revealed on Friday, 
officials said, but the o (Tidal South Korean news agency Yonliap 
reported Wednesday it would be at least 50.000 tons. 

The Korean Red Cross expects a charity campaign to raise 
money for more than 100,000 tons of fertilizers worth around 
S28.5 dollars to be sent to the north by June — Deutsche Prcsse 
Agent ur. 


Seoul — The South Korean government Wednesday welcomed 
tlie agreement readied in New York over talks about nudear 
production between tlie United States and North Korea. An offi- 
cial at Seoul’s foreign ministry called tlie agreement a "desirable 
solution". 

At a news conference, South Korean Foreign Minister Hong 
Soon Young called on the U.S. and Japan to normalize their rela- 
tions with North Korea and begin diplomatic relations. Hong 
said: “Official ties between the two countries will be in line with 
the comprehensive engagement strategy of president Kim 
Daejuiig." ’ - 

Tlie agreement would "improve inLer-Koreaii relations and fos- 
ter an atmosphere for peaceful coexistence in the Korean penin- 
sula", he said. North Korea “has no other choice but to accept 
(he comprehensive approach because of the dianging atmos- 
phere in domestic and international arenas”, said Hong — 
Deutsche Presse Agentur. 




HANOVER — A German man has been fined for selling pepper- 
mint sweets claiming they were Viagra sexual potency pills, 
police said on Wednesday, 

The man persuaded 34 men to part with a total of 6,000 marks 
(53,370} by offering the Viagra tablets through an advertisement 
placed on the Internet. He instead sent them blue "Fisherman'^' 
Friend” pastilles which looked similar to the sex drug. 

"The plaintiffs filed legal complaints agaln$t him when they 
realized die pills were not having the desired efFecti 1 ' a Hanover 
police spokeswoman said, r 

The man was fined 2,000 marks and had his computer confis- 
cated. (SI = 1.78 MArk) — Reuters. 


centra] Bosnia as n top Bosnian Croat politi- few Croat-majority towns of southern 
cian lay in a coma following a car bomb Bosnia-Herzegovina were being sent home 


Jozo Leutar, 45, deputy interior minister Coffman told reporters in Mostar that vided the motive, 

of the Muslim-Croat Federation, suffered Croat police officers had been boycotting Alija Izetbegovic, the Muslim i 

severe head injuries when his car blew up joint police patrols in the city since tive on Bosnia's presidency, sale 

Tliesday as he was being driven down one Tuesday, and Bosnian radio reported tbar evidence pointing to oreanizwi .. _ . . *« -mu- ■■■—■- — — — -- 

of the capital’s main streets. the same was happening In the central Jacques Klein, deputy to the inn*. '■ K «Wi»P er said tbat bellllld ' the ' amoun °we 0 l ,s aiX) Paris, which In a March 1 1 ruling exercised 

A medical official, Osman Duric. said town of Konjic. al community-; High Wng taken C ° Se “ le 3 francs ’ S26mUH 0 n. said al-Qa^s jts author|ty t0 freeze ^wait's money held 

Leutar, who had four operations including Croatian Foreign Minister Mate Granic Bosnia. Carlos Westendnrp , « *\a h. / Kll dispute between the SOFREMI quoting seniorKinOTid n«» 0 ,C,aS ‘ in France 

one to remove a piece of shrapnel from his said Wednesday that the attack was a blow early to say it was political" addin' a. fay fiend! Interior Ministry) a semi- * liwa,t n K uwa i t h as claimed that a separate pend- 

brain, was still in intensive care to the Muslim-Croat Federation set up by Leutar was on the trial of “vety straw’ nr mi ,on renci n 
Wednesday. the Washington agreement in 1994 at the organized crime. j 

"He is not in such a deep coma as he was end of the 1 1 -month Muslim-Croat war. Meanwhile, FBI experts have 

... at tlie moment his condition is stable," "We condemn most severely yesterday’s Sarajevo to help local police, chi 
he told reporters. terrorist attack on ... Mr. Leutar, which is Stabilization Force and the UN p 


... Kuwait is trying to French company has also delayed the mat- when KMOD in March 1995 refused to pay 

French court decision that has ter. the final installment of the contract daim- 

At 3 fre«e on Kuwaiti government Until the disputes are settled, cash assets ing that it was owed “late performance 

I France until a civil financial dis- held in France belonging to the state finan- f ee s" by the company. 

«ttfed between a French bomb- cial arm, Kuwait Investment Authority and SOFREMI also claimed then it was unpaid 
B b g^oany and Kuwait's Ministry of Kuwait Airways Corporation have been p or extra-contractual work it performed. 


Alija Izetbegovic, the Muslim nw™ faint company and Kuwai y 

re on Bosnia's IKM0D) al-Qabas newspaper frozen 


SOFREMI flled its case to the |_ 


Epjd Wednesday. 


SOFREMI claims that the outstanding lnternationa | chamber of Commerce In 


he told reporters. terrorist attack on ... Mr. Leutar, which is 

The attack provoked an angry reaction most certainly one of the strongest blows 
from Bosnia's Croat minority. to the Dayton and Washington agreements, 


1 Washington agreement in 1994 at the organized crime. fciawfnMn Kuwait's territory after 

i of the 1 1 -month Muslim-Croat war. Meanwhile. FBI experts have aimed n«filC“I fwar ' and the KMOD. 

'We condemn most severely yesterday’s Sarajevo to help local police, the NATO-ltd ' A ' 

rorist attack on ... Mr. Leutar, which is Stabilization Force and the UN police inrtu 
ist certainly one of the strongest blows investigation, 
the Dayton and Washington agreements. The site of the explosion, on one of 


d unite between me jurauni . ; n prance 

“ct; .99, t: r m ir^rrr 

tlSS, aft" the 1,08 milli0 "> “ «*« Within a deSiBnated ing ““ y 8 r 1 ' 

»r h ” time, a 1,750 square-kilometer area of old- against SOFREMI for non-payment of see 

civil suit over an unpaid debt nance left behind by occupying Iraqi forces, vices has "legally" held up its payment to 
a private Kuwaiti client by the SOFREMI and the KMOD fell into dispute the French bomb dearers. 


osnia's Croat minority. to the Dayton and Washington agreements. The site of the explosion, on one of 

the southern city of Mostar to the peace process and to the (Muslim- Sarajevo's main streets, was amlontd off 

sday, Croat policemen in about 50 Croat) Federation," he told reporters in on Wednesday and guarded by ItalianSFOS 


Wednesday, Croat policemen in about 50 Croat) Federation," he told reporters in on Wednesi 
police cars drove through the city with Zagreb. troops. I.e 

sirens blaring and lights flashing in protest, Granic said a "radical" reaction was white Golf; 
the deputy interior minister of tlie needed: "otherwise the Federation project explosion v 


UK ARMY HOSPITALS CAN HELP 
ON MILLENNIUM ACCIDENTS 

LONDON (R) — British hospitals have been The document, which is not due to he pub 
advised to call in the military to help them cope lislied for a few weeks, was uhlaincd in advance 
with millennium accidents. by Hospital Doctor, a weekly professional news- 

A strategy document produced by the British paper. 


troops. Leutar’s badly-damaged offidjl 
white Golf and another car caught up info 


NORTHERN IRELAND! 

HIT BY NEW 
SHOOTING DEATH 


rsAUDI GOVERNMENT LAUNCHES 

I micro-enterprise fund 

him IB - Saudi Arabia's organized by che Ministry of Arab News . said there were exporter, lias felt the pain of 

r“? fr and nat i 0n al Finance and National Economy indications in the kingdom to declining world oil prices. The 

^r lds of arolind in collaboration with the World suggest that the number of kingdom, which gams some 70 
KM* said binds commercial registrations of percent of its state revenues 

,g0 mifiKin nyals (S26.67 mi - are in line wilh sole proprietorships, which from oil. has been making con- 


Miwild he made available 


. the kingdom's elTorts to diver- ' were mostly small and mid-size certed efforts to diversify its 

reoorted sify income sources and expand businesses, accounted for more economy. 

P the role of the Drivate sector in than 94 percent of total com- Tlie government has also 


dead in the capital BeBk Ijsutii 


Association of Emergency Medicine (A&E) sug- ’ c recommended that hospitals have cm it in- British Protestant was shx 

gests that the Department of Health use military P |a "j m P la “ b V ■“ ^ dead in the capital Nk ...» u„uu 8 „ «« 

medical services to help hospital accident and l,Ve P ro, -*| ur !j s srn PP L 1X1111 * ,lLXin,L> ' " ,J police said. ISCB], the English-lan- 

emergency departments cope with wlint could 1 ' i c i n - ■ , ■ BBC television described^ jMptab News said. 

, ,, , A&F. departments should provide 24-lioiir civ- victim as “a Totmer late iheSCB has already launched 

be 10 tiniest tetr norma! wor-oa nil ew cril j. c f rom December 23 to January l aiul field meiul>er" of a Protestant I/, ipta project to help small and 

Year s live 999. . .. hospitals should he set up at major events. .ilist” guerrilla group, the M enterprises and has 

If other agencies provide minimal service Regional health authorities which run local I land Commando. ntended loans totaling more 

throughout the holiday period the pressure on hospitals should also have plans in place that will Folia- did ndt disclose it: einsabillion riyals, the paper 
A8iE services will be excessive,” the document he unaffected by power, water, gas nr telephone victim's identity or suggest z 

said. disruptions. nu. rive' but there was pri* h quoted al-Assaf as saying: 

— li,,n Il,a ‘ ; e m « h ' lim confident that this pilot 

shot by fellow Ptetes® W m ^ fce WCCMsfil| and 

"ibe DEC saidsoaatz-l willing to provldean 

-loyalist- sources t*d« ®'“ ™ lllon "» als , f “ r 
involvement by J ham ' es ' )eclally 

republicans in die 

which took place t» ™ afwa! s P e « ki "g at the 
affer Protestant ffissstas ‘l®»i of a workshop on small 
killed a well knowM* nediuin-iized businesses 
nfe Saudi capital, which was 


BELFAST^ - «... si W newspaper reported to™ oftlie priwte sector ill than 94 percent of total com- Tlie government I 

Ireland was hit by sen » ntohf economic development.'' the mercial registrations. embarked on a “Sau 

lento on Wednesday 1*011 Mum d-Assaf said the Director . Saudi Arab ia, the world's program a policy to s 

man thought to he a pie- ««y would be used m partic- G ( A| ; a |_sugair as saying. largest oil producer and Saudi woriters for the 

British Protestant was shx iif fcr financing micro-pro- millinn exuatriate 

ugh the Saudi Credit 


be 10 times their normal workload on New ^ fmm Um . nilx . r a |;il ,„ ary 7 all[| | K .|d 
Year s Eve 1999. huspitals slinuld he set up .11 mnji.r .veins. 

-If other agencies provide minimal service Regional health authorities which run local 
throughout the holiday period the pressure on hospitals should also have plans in place 1h.1l will 
A81E services will be excessive," the document be unaffected by power, water, gas in telephone 
said. disruptions, 
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'One day my there* will he queted her* 



E JOHN PAUL II LOOKS AT A COPY OF THE NEW "AOBA PATER" CD AS HE MEETS THE 
■ GENERAL DIRECTOR OF RADIO VATICAN, FATHER BOITGOMEO (LEFT) AND SONY MUSIC CLAS- 
PRESIDENT PETER GELB (R) AT THE END OF THE PONTIFF'S WEEKLY GENERAL AUDIENCE 
HE VATICAN YESTERDAY. SONY AND VATICAN RADIO RELEASED THE AQBA PATER 
| RELIGIOUS MUSIC FEATURING REFLECTIONS OY POPE JOHN PAUL II. 


embarked on a “Saudisation" 
program a policy to substitute 
Saudi workers for the some six 
million expatriate workers 
employed in the kingdom. 

“There is a strong desire on 
the part of the Saudi govern- 
ment to develop small and 
medium enterprises in the 
country because internationally 
it has been proved that they 
have created more employment 
opportunities." the paper quot- 
ed World Bank Resident 
Representative Hafeez Shaikh 
as saying. 

There are no official unem- 
ployment figures in Saudi 
Arabia, but economists and 
diplomats say at least three mil- 
lion young Saudis are expected 
to hit the job market in the next 
few years. 


BUSINESS & CUUINV-mvi t 


(O — japan’s worst postwar economic recession is bottom- 
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi said Wednesday, 
re our economy has been bottoming out of its downtrend 
" Obuchi told a news conference, after the passage of a 
ized budget for the year ahead, 
e a positive stance among corporations and households who 
: to overcome these difficulties," he said, 
it’s parliament Wednesday passed an 81.86 trillion yen |690 
in dollar) budget despite a symbolic rejection from tlie upper 

legislation was the fastest budget passage in Japan since 

Id War II. 

chi’s optimism echoes reports from the central bank and the 
’s main economic planning body, which said Tliesday the 
_ V n in the world’s second largest economy was nearly over. 
- not all analysts are convinced, pointing to the latest gross 
lestic product growth figures, which showed an unexpected 
trdown in the economy in the three months to December, 
ichi also said he would soon hold an industrial competition 
ference in the hope of encouraging an economic revival — 
;ence France Presse. 


MOSCOW — Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov said Wednesday 
lie will make several proposals to boost economic ties with the 
United States during a trip to Washington next week because rela- 
tions are developing "too slowly." 

Primakov will he in Washington on March 23-26 for meetings with 
U.S. government officials as well as lnternation.il Monetary Fund 
chief Michel Camdessus, World Bank President James 
Wolfensohn, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan. 

He is also expected to take part in a meeting or n U.S.-Russian 
commission he heads along with U.S. Vice President Al Gore. 
Primakov’s most pressing mission will be to convince the IMF to 
give Russia now loans so it can meet at least some of its hug® for- 
eign debr payments due this year. Tlie two sides remain at log- 
gerheads over some loan conditions. 

Primakov plans to seek more commercial launches of U.S. satel- 
lites in Russia and to clarify an agreement on the sale of Russian 
uranium to the United States, according to the ITAR-Tass news 

“Yes, our trade turnover has been growing, but what s $9 billion 
a year compared with SI billion per day in trade between the 
United States and Canada?” Primakov said, according to the ITAR- 
Tass. 

Economic ties are “undoubtedly changing for the better, but they 
are changing too slowly," he said. 

During ralks, Primakov is also expected to raise several major 
international Issues that have soured relations between Russia 
and the United States In recent months. 

The United Stales and Russia disagree over possible NATO 
airstrlkes in Yugoslavia, allegations of Russian weapons help to 
Iran, and Russia’s opposition to U.S. plans For a missile-defense 
system that would require changing the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile 
treaty — Associated Press. 


CHINA'S WAN© HOPES IOJJ 

utter days for 'aseah' couhtries 


the dead man 

released * f roITI ’ 


i 6 * Lumpur (DPA) — The economic crisis affecting the 
ffimlts of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
®eto A, Aslan financial slowdown may have bottomed out, said 
Assistant Minister orForeign Affairs, WangYi, Wednesday. 
.^jWieve that the crisis may have reached the lowest level," he 

•®W fimups Brunei, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
yvfiplnfs, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. 

J*tt, some people had been very pessimistic about the ftiture 
■nL i Cdd5 ' 8ft y' tl 8 Llsat this crisis In East Asia may last fiof a 
Ku? ' Ierlod ° r 'Ime,'' Wang told newsmen before the second 
•^r^* aa Joint Cooperation Committee Wednesday. 

later, things turned out not to be like that and that Is 
dt t ^ a ^ ou 8lt the economies In East Asia are of different lew 
■ •My have one common wish and they work together .to 
i - economies," he noted. 

J"?'. 11 ' >s optimistic that the crisis will be over Soon. ; v'. 

®F™inlng China's role In Improving the ASEAN economic sit- * 
"w. vyang n| d he believed that maintaining a aound hcoppmlcv 


development In China Itself meant a robust support of the eco- 
nomic development and recovery in the region. | 

At the same tine, the country has continued offering its support 
and assistance to the relevant countries In Asean through the 

Internstional Monetary Fund, he said. 

“And the third way Jhat China is providjng this help is through 
: the bllateraj channels or Informers of bilateral consultation and co- 

ooereHon with the relevant countries," Wling aaid. ■ ■ 

P The fourth channel would be through discussion* with Asean 
members, he said, adding, that, the country is also trying to find 

wavs to provide assistance to.the region. 

8 'Tor |nstaiwe, today's AQCC meeting Is also a forum for China 
and Asean to have i discusslon on how to provide the asslatance 
; anl j hw » pihceed with, the :.mu|iially beneficial cooperation 

betweeh the two side»” VWn? added- ■ , ' 

■ Wing noted dipt atturancei hy China's president Jiang Zemin, 
■hot ^devalue tlje yuan truly reflected the country's commitment 
|n hplpingits Aseah ftgighbors 'during the financial turmoil,. • 


FRANKFURT — German media group Bertelsmann AG has reached 
agreement to sell its stake In the Premiere pay-TV channel to the 
Kirch group, busines* dally Handelsblatt reported on Wednesday. 
The newspaper reported that the companies have already signed 
a prellmlnaiy contract under which CLT-Ufa of which Bertelsmann 
owns 50 percent will sell a 31.5 percent stake in Premiere to Kirch 
and retain a five percent stake. Kirch will thereby Increase Its 
stake In Premiere m a majority holding of 57.5 percent front more 
than 25 percent previously Handelsblatt reported. 

The newspaper quoted a CIT-Ufa spokesman as saying: We haver 
reached a broad agreement with the Kirch group and will finalise] 
It within the next 14 days.'CLT-ura and Bertelsmann . could not 
Immediately be reached for comment on the report. ■ 

A spokesman for Kirch said the group had made progress In talks 
with CLT-Ufa. “We can only comment on details when a final 
agreement is reached,"the spokesman said. 

‘But We are confident that there will’ be a:deal“Copyrl*nt 1999 
Reuters News Service. All rights reserved. This material may not 
be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed — Reuters 
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INTERNATIONAL CURRENCIES 



US DOLLAR 
G.BRITAIN STERLING 
GERMANY MARK 
SWITZERLAND FRANC 
FRANCE FRANC 
JAPAN YEN* 

HOLLAND GUILDER 
SWEDEN KRONA . 
ITALY LIRA" 

BELGIUM FRANC 
AUSTRALIA DOLLAR 
GREEC DRACHMA 
CYPRUS POUND 
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CANADA DOLLAR 
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ARAB CAPITAL MARKETS 



4 0.82 
t 0.075 
t 0.398 
t 6.25 
0.278 
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0.202 
t 0.505 
4 0.175 
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DHOFAR INSURANCE 
DHOFAR TOURISM 
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WASHINGTON — The World Bank announced approval Tuesday of 
a J55 million loan to Jordan ro help improve water and waste- 
water services for the Amman area. The single-currency LIBOR- 
based loan has a maturity of 17 years. Including a four-year grace 

period- . • . „ 

According to the Bank, the Jordanian water project anus to 
improve efllciency of water distribution through controllng leak- 
age, rehabilitating the water network and replacing and repairing 

"* /^estimated 25 per cent reduction in unaccounted for water is 
expected as well as increases in water sales revenues, the Bank 
said. The overall cost ofthe project is S136 million. The Jordanian 
government, the European Investment Bank and Italy are also 
contributing to the overall cost — Ductsche Press Aguntcr. 

Kuwait bank announces 
" SVffr rts « in profiis 

KUWAIT The Bank of Kuwait and the Middle East announced 

Tuesday that its net profits grew by 56.29 percent inl998. 

An advertisement in Al-Qabas daily did not provide a figure, and 
bank officials said it could not be released before' it is approved 
by the Central Bank. BKME made 12.99 million dinars |S 42.73 mil- 
lion) In net profits in 1997. . 

The bank's boaid or directors has recommended a 10 percent 
cash dividend for 1998. the ad said. It distributed the same per- 

BKME is one of eight local banks listed on the Kuwait Stock 
Exchange. It lias a capital of 70.39 million dinars (S 2.31 billion) 

— Associated Press. 

Vista makes bla mark 

in P cg countries 

i DUBAI Visa International recotded an average growth of more 

i than 40 percent in the Culf Cooperation Council countries ill 

1 1998, a top company official said Tuesday. . 

The Saudi Arabian market grew41 percent in 1998, closing the 
a year with 978,480 caids. said Alan Goslar. Executive Vice 
a President for Visa's Central Europe, Middle East and Africa region. 

, Cardholder expenditures In the kingdom during the same period 

* soared 47 percent to S 5.92 billion he said. 

3 In the United Arab Emirates, the number of cardholders 
3 reached S08.076 in December 1998, up 30 percent, generating an 

2 expenditure of S 3.25 billion. Kuwait had 719.526 cards at the 

5 end of the year, up 1 1 percent on 1997 while expenditure stood 

3 at $ 5.5 billion. . 

a Region wide, $ 26.3 billion was spent on Visa cards in 1998, an 
, increase of 67 percent over the previous year, in 234 million trans- 

7 (actions. The number of cards topped 10.2 million at the end of 

2 Il998 up 49 percent on 1997. Visa International Is a membership 

9 organization or 21,000 financial Institutions around the world. 

2 Tbgether, they own and run Visa, the largest payment card system 

8 in the world. The GCC comprises Saudi Arabia, Oman, Bahrain, 

4 Qatar, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates — Associated Press. 

2 

1 RT* hy " in bank buys 

3 I IK Industrial group 

6 MANAMA — Bahrain International Bank said Tuesday it has 
1 bought 90 percent of Bomanton international, the. world s leading 
1 manufacturer of wear-resistant materials, for S 30 million. BIB 
6 bought the majority shares of the U.K.-based private industrial 
• A group from EC1 Ventures, Credit Agricole Indosuez and.lts man- 
agement, the bank said in a press release. The remaining 10 per- 

1 cent equity of Bomanton has been retained by the group s man- 

. ■ . . agement, BIB added. . . . 

7- BIB is a leading offshore Investment bank which specializes in 
3 . taking majority holding In companies with strong growth poten- 

2 tial The Bahrain-based bnnk has offices In the United States. 
2 London and Dublin. It is listed ,on the Bahrain Stock pxchynge. 

: 1 Bomanton has subsidiaries operating In both the United Kingdom 
. ■ and the United States. Companies within the group are the world 
leaders in the manufacture of wean-resistant materials. _uslng| 
. '? stainless steel.flbers and ceramics, which are sold to the refracto- 
9 ry, construction, automotive engineering, metal forming and 
1 chemical industries nr Associated Press. . 
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PHARMACIST 

San'ei Dababneh 


Dear Sara* 

Would you pleas* toll 
uHtHuabout Epilepsy and 
whaf Et Is? Hiwikfl. 

Dcai 1 Reader. 

Epilepsy can be caused by 
many factors including brain 
infection, brain tumor, severe 
Irad injury, exposure 
fumes, brain damage at birth, and 
even drug and alcohol abuse. 
However, with proper medication 
and exercise, it can be managed 
and you can lead a fairly normal 
life. Anticonvulsant drugs pre 
sal bed by your doctor will help 
you to engage in most pliysical 
activities. 

Living with epilepsy (as with 
any chronic disease) means taking 
better care of yourself In addition 
to watching diet and exercise, 
those with epilepsy would be 
wise to avoid drinking alcohol 
since it may interfere with pre- 
scription medication. 

Epileptics may experience dif- 
ferent kinds of seizures. Not all 
seizures are dangerous involving 
jeridng and falling to the ground. 
Other types of seizures may range 
from the slight (an absent stare, as 
if daydreaming) to a simple partial 
(where a person may see or hear 
things that do not exist) to a 
seizure in which the person 
remains completely conscious, 
making the seizure difficult to 

Knowing about epileptic 
seizures may help you know what 
to do (or NOT to do) if someone 
you is having one. Most 
seizures require little or no first 
aid other than staying with tire 
person and making sure he or she 
alert enough to continue alone 
afterward. In the case of a severe 
seizure, you may need to ease the 
person to the Hooi; cushion the 
head with a soft item and ir nec- 
essary, turn the person to the side 
to allow saliva to flow from the 
mouth. DO NOT attempt to put 
anything In his or her mouth, but 
DO remove any sharp objects 
from his or Iwr hands. Then sim- 
ply let the seizure run Its course. 

Ifyou have epilepsy; you should 
know that certain types of drugs 
Interact with anti seizure med- 
ication, lessening or intensifying 
the effects of one drug or another 
Among tiiese are alcohol, birth 
control pills, erythrorpydn and 
types of asthma, ulcer and 
heart medicine. Always 

check with your doctor or 
pharmacist before taking any 


Health editor 



I t’s a dieting myth that surplus protein simply burns itself 
olT. The truth is that it is either used for energy or turned 
Into fat. Like carbohydrates, protein loses about one- 
quarter of its caloric value during this conversion process. 
Unlike carbohydrates, however, excess protein must go 
through the kidneys, where the nitrogen in the protein mol- 
ecule is removed for excretion before the rest of the protein 
can be changed into usable calories or fat. The more protein 
we eat, the more water we need to flush out the kidneys. 

But even If you drink enough water, an excessive protein 
intake places an unnecessary and potentially dangerous bur- 
den on the kidneys, particularly if you have a preexisting and 
perhaps undiagnosed kidney condition or are over age sixty. 
Too much protein can also create a deficit in calcium, which 
will cause a weakening of bones and teeth. And, even if 23 
percent of surplus prorein is burnt up during conversion, 
you will probably end up wearing the remaining 77 percent 
as fat. 

The secret to fat loss is not to eat high protein but to eat 
high carbohydrate with just as much protein as your body 
needs for good health. And that means eating a wide variety 
of low-fat foods with a moderate protein content rather than 
those fat-laden meats with soaring protein content that your 
body doesn’t need. 

As you’ll discover, this is neither difficult nor unpleasant 
and it means you get to eat more and still reduce body fat. 
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FESTIVE RICE 
WITH SPICY 
CHICKPEA SAUCE 




'DOUBLES' SUCCESS FOR TWINS 


DANDRUFF? 

Here's the villain 


WBfli p-g^he twins Sharif and Omar i 
| K 3 ttan run to get the door all 
1 prepared for the interview. In i 
their white and black outfits, they 
certainly look like tennis stars. 

Shareef, aged 9, who has been 
practicing tennis at the YWCA' for 

m four years, won his first Little League 

f $5&i3R Tennis cup earlier this year. I receive 
training classes in tennis twice a 
week usually Mondays and Tuesdays. 

§|||H Each session is of two hours. When 
we are getting prepared for some 
^ championship, we practice -three 

times a week," Shareef says. 

Jm- Although tennis is his favourite 
rEJEHE game, he still plays football and bas- 
ketball. He says, “1 am more enthusi- 
1 astic since I won the competition. 

Shareef, who wishes to be as 
famous and professional as Pete 
Sampras, practices daily in his house 
yard tennis court along with the 
^ house guard who, according to 
Shareef, "was the first one who 


encouraged me to play." 

Usually his mother watches and 
encourages Sharif as he plays tennis 
with his brother Omar. 

Omar who plays as well as his 
brother says, “i usually win the 
games but 1 lost this year because my 
opponents were older girls. Omar 
continues, "i didn’t shed tears when 
I lost because at the same time I was 
happy for my brother. 

Omar enjoys playing tennis with 
his brother and his friend Adeeb. He 
does want to be both a famous ten- 
nis and basketball player in the 
future. 

So far, both Omar and Shareef have 
won many medals and trophies in 
tennis and will soon join the older 
■team of the Orthodox Club in order 
to take part in important tourna- 
ments abroad when they grow up. 


by OLA AL KILANI 






MlilABAL6b — NftR^ 18-19^^ 



Sca&'U'jy 3 h BCa© aaiomSaag. odd A'istts^s 
©say, p®5 a» yow FrowetB foet'ofl mui 
fifes fi/amaSa Yataafi Sep ytscus 1 oiaafiCaois, 

Here's what yoe need: ..._ 

2 eggs. 

1/4 cup milk 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
2 slices (or more) white bread 
2 tablespoons butter 

Here's how to make French toast: 

1. Preheat the oven to 400F (200C). 
Or use a toaster oven. 

2. Beat the eggs lightly with a fork. 
Stir In the milk and salt. 

3. Dip the bread slices into the egg- 
milk mixture. (You ought to have 
plenty of the mixture left, if you 
dodde on moro than two slices of 
French toast.) 

4. Toast the bread in a toaster oven. 
Or toast in the oven for 12 to IS 
minutes, until the bread Is golden 
brown French toast. 

5. OR- melt two tablespoons buHer or 
margarine in a largo skillet. Then 
saute the bread in the skillet at 
medium-high heat, until browned. 
Turn over and brown tho other side. 
(Saute means to cook briefly in a 
small amount of butter or oil.) 

6. Serve with maple syrup. 

MOW YOU M&VB AT LRAST TWO 

SMC&iS OF FRENCH TOAST FOR 

MOTHER'S DAY.- 

i MAY WANT TO MAKE MORE. 



NOTE? TIME' 
FOP. TOUR 

I NOTCH- J 


NOTE WRIGHT FROM 
PS. 38, MEET 
| ANTHONY PIPER 


OW'. ow! 

YOU'RE HURTING? 

ME!... YOU'RE 
HURTING ME!!... 



^ 

5 MANY A 
I MATCH 
I IS WON 
| DURING THE 
‘ PREGAME 

handshake. 


NATE! MOW'D 
YOU MANAGE^ — * — -s, 
TO BEAT /INTIMI- 
THEIR BEST [ RATION, 
PLAYER. 50 l TEDDY! „ 
EASILY? r~-~ -.f' 




XT SHAKES' SOUNDS , 
’EM UP! GOOD! I'LL J 
XT MAKES TRY THAT fl 
'EM PLAY WITH MY I 
SCARED! OPPONENT 1 , f 


CAN I 
HAVE 
ANOTHER 
ICE PACK? 


WATCH THIS, GUYS! I'LL 
GIVE MY OPPONENT ONE 
OF MY VICE- GRIP 
HANDSHAKES AND HE'LL 
PROBABLY FORFEIT 
T.THE- MATCH! J — 



IN THE ANMALVj 

of CHESS HISTORY, 

THIS MAY BE JvjK 
LOW • ppir^jr^ 





THE BUZZ 
ON SHOTS 


A nyone who's had allergy 
shots knows that the 
Injections aren’t much of 
a pain, but getting to the aller- 
gist eveiy week or month can 
be. But for some people allergic 
to bee stings, an end to tliar 
hassle may be in sight. 

In (act, a 5-year course of 
altetgy shots may be ail you 
need, When 74 people con- 
cluded a 5-year course of those 
shots, (hey were, of course, less 
sensitive to bee stings than 
when they started, according 
to the Journal of Allergy and 
Clinical Immunology. But sensi- 
tivity continued to decline in 
the 5 years after the shots. 
Even when intentionally stung 
in this postshot time period, 
people responded to about the 


same extent as seen in tile gen- 
eral population. About 2% to 3T» 
of adults have a reaction. Ou|y 
in rare insrances was the reac- 
tion severe. 

Tills suggests that in most 
people, the body's immunoregu- 
iaiing system can be readjusted, 
in a sense, to suppress the aller- 
gy and hold it. 

Bui as the 5-year treatment 
mark rolls around, consult your 
allergist about a skin test to see 
how bee-sri tig-sensitive you 
still are. Until more studies are 
done, those who have experi- 
enced the most dangerous 
symptoms after a sting should 
continue immunotherapy 
because the risk of reaction is 
never totally eliminated. 


CLUE ON HOW TO 
TREAT BRONCHITIS 



HIGH FAT PRODUCTS 
TG LEAVE ON THE 
GROCERY SHELVES 
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AMERICAN ACADEMY OF 
DERMATOLOGY: HAIR AND NAIL 
SALONS LINKED TO 
INFECTIOUS DISEASES 


Kin 




NEW ORLEANS (UP1) — A visit to a 
liair or nail salon usually conjures 
up images of beauty, pampering 
and relaxation. But while salons 
d day spas are known for helping 
their patrons look good, research 
suggests that these types of estab- 
lishments could actually make cus- 
feel sick by transmitting 
contagious diseases. 

Speaking at the American 
Academy of Dermatology's 57th 
Annual Meeting in New Orleans, 
dermatologist Shelley A. Sekula, 
MD, Chairman, Legislation 
Committee, Tfexas Dermatological 
Society, discussed potential health 
risks to hair and nail salon cus- 
tomers and suggested modifying 
current cosmetology and barbering 
industry regulations. 

Before AIDS and hepatitis 
became household names, the cos- 
metology and barbering industry 
were under little scrutiny as risks 
for spreading infectious diseases. 
However, since the 1980s, an epi- 
demic ofbioodbome diseases has 
forced a reexamination of the 
beauty industry 

Based on tier experience in 
Texas, it Is Dt Sekula's belief that 
legislators and pqbtk; health offi- 
cials need to look seriously at the 
risks that threaten both clients and 
operators of the beauty Industry. 
"Poorly trained technicians using 
dirty instrumojta are a cause of. 
great content for consumers," said 
Dg Setab.lv->' ’ ; : - 


The health risks associated with 
die beauty industry indude viral 
infections such as \W, hepatitis B 
and C. and warts; bacterial infec- 
tions such as staphylococcus, strep- 
tococcus, and psuedomonas; fun- 
gal infections sudi as athlete's foot, 
nail fungus and yeast; reactions to 
nail, hair and facial products sudi 
as hand eczema, eyelid dermatitis, 
chemical bums and loss of hair or 
nails; taxidty from aaylic and lac- 
quer fumes; inappropriate use of 
chemical peeling solutions and the 
delayed diagnosis and treatment of 
skin cancer and other skin diseases 
because of failure to refer dicnts. 

Although each of these risks 
poses considerable health prob- 
lems for consumers, there are sim- 
ple ways beauty establishments 
can modify their current practices 
and reduce die potential transmis- 
sion of Infectious diseases. Dr. 
Sekula explained that using dispos- 
able instruments whenever possi- 
ble, properly sterilizing Instru- 
ments, employing proper hand 
washing practices and teaching the 
Center for Disease Control's (CDQ 
"universal precautions" in cosme- 
tology and barber schools would 
virtually eliminate the risks of con- 
tracting viral, bacterial and fungal 
Infections, . . 

, H Slnce there is an inherent risk 
that customers may accidentally be 
cut during a routine hair or nail 
appointment, it makes sense to use 
sterile. Instruments," said Dr. 


Sekula. “Nail dippers, acrylic nail 
drills, cutide scissors, callus paring 
blades, reusable razors and blades 
all have the potential ta transmit 
infectious diseases if they are not 
properly sterilized. Unfortunately 
we are finding that not all salons 
are following this simple tule of 
thumb." 

tn the fast 10 years, the CDC 
publislied "universal precautions”, 
or treating everyone’s blood, body 
fluids and tissues as infectious, to 
help reduce tile risk of contracting 
bloodliome diseases. The universal 
guidelines require using protective 
measures with all people, regard- 
less of their infection status. 
Although the Occupational Safety 
and Healtli Administration (OSHA) 
adopted these guidelines for 
liealth care workers, EMTs, police 
officers, funeral workers and other 
professions in 1991, they left the 
decision of whether or not to 
adhere to universal precautions up 
to the cosmetologist and barber 
employers. State licensing hoards 
implement safety regulations on a 
state-by-state basis, but regulations 
are weak. 

“As more and more consumers 
frequent hair and 'nail salons each 
year; the risk of becoming infected 
with hepatitis, HIV and other trails- 
mittable diseases increases as 
weir said Dr. Sekula. "f believe that 
states need to take a more proac- 
tive stance on this issue by ensur- 
ing titat workers ill the cosmetol- 
ogy and barber Industry are edu- 
cated on the risks of their profes- 
sion, understand ways to prevent 
transmitting diseases and receive 
proper vaccines to safeguard them- 
selves and their clients." 

Among the diseases that have 
the potential to be transmitted at a 
hair or nail salon, hepatitis B and C 
pose the biggest threat to public 
liealth. There are over 5 million 
people infected with hepatitis in 
the U. S. Every year, approximately 
1 00 .000 people In die U.5. contract 
hepatitis B, which is 100 times 
more contagious than HIV, 
Between 28JOOO and 140,000 peo- 
ple contract hepatitis C Hepatitis B 
can be infectious for at least a week 
on surfaces commonplace to 
salons such 'as headrests, chairs, 
tools and instruments. There is 
now -evidence that hepatitis C, 
which prior to 1990 was common- 
ly transmitted through blood trans- 
fusions, can be transmitted by 
razors, nail files and barber’s, scis- 
sors, among otirer things, 

"Salon regulations need to shift 
from focusing on the aesthetic fea- 
ture? of the salon such as the archi- 
tectural decor arid shampoo bowl 
size to educating the profession on 
ways to enhance biauty hi'a safe 
manner for Workers and clients^ 
aUke," said Dr. Sekula. : . 1 



DEAR DR. OOTTx Fhra 


weeks after returning ( 


rhaged and required 
eight transfusions. Tho 


cular coagulation." My 
son and I ora now fine, 
but I want to got preg- 
nant again. Could I hem- 
orrhage a second time? 

DEAR READER; Disseminated 
intravascular coagulation (DIC) 
serious blood disorder 
characterized by two phases; 
Disease or injury triggers clot- 
ting with in blood vessels then 
this mechanism cascades into 
the production of anti-clotting 
substances. The end result is 
inability of the blood tn clot, 
in life-threatening 
hemorrhage. Treatment consists 
of transfusing dotting factors ro 
replace the deficiency. Childbirth 
can cause DIC in young root here. 

No one call predict with cer- 
tainty if, alter a no flier deliv- 
ery, you might again develop 
DIC. The risk is always there. 
Nevertheless, modern and 
sophisticated blood testing 
enables doctors to recognize 
DIC ill its early stages, when 
treatment is most effective. 
Thus, it is probably safe Tor 
you to become pregnant. 
Check with your obstetrician 
for specific advice. 

DEAR DR. OOTft Km a 43- 
yoar-old woman who 
received several radio- 
Hon treatments to shrink 
tonsils and adenoids 
whan I was a child, both 
of which were subse- 
quently re m ov e d. Now I 
suffer from honrll do sinus 
haadwhes. Could tt»a pre- 
vious radiation bo a 
cause? 

DEAR READER: X-ray 

exposure of the type you 
had can cause tumors and/or 
chronic inflammation in the 
sinuses and tissues of the 
head. While you are proba- 
bly In excellent health, I'd 
want to make certain that 
your previous X-rays are not 
the' cause of your headaches. 
|h my opinion^- you need pn 
examination by an ear-nose- 
and-throat specialist and, 
perhaps, a CT scan of your 
sinuses. Ask yotjr femljy doctor 
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CEBIT LAUNCHES TODAY 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon’s parliament 
endorsed on Wednesday a long-awaited 
intellectual property rights bill that outlaws 
rampant computer piracy but leaves a loop- 
hole for students. 

After four years of stalling, the bill was 
adopted 71-10, with one abstention. Forty- 
six Members of Parliament (MPs) were 
absent. 

The 128-meinber parliament had adopt- 
ed the bill during a heated session lie 
Hiesday, but it voted again Wednesday after 
„ a number of MPs threatened to take legal 
action to annul the law. 

The hew law stipulates Jail sentences erf" 
between three months and three years and 
fines of up to S33.Q00 for copyright offend- 
ers In a country where almost all die soft- 
ware has been pirated, officials said. 

However, an amendment attached to the 


law authorizes students to copy computer 
software for their personal use but not for 
sale, tlie officials said. 

Immediately after parliament passed the 
intellectual property law, Microsoft regional 
director Bah ram Mohazzebi announced the 
company was opening a headquarters for 
Cyprus, Jordan, Lebanon and Syria in Beirur. 

"We are very happy witl j the parliament’s 
decision which allows us to open offices in 
Lebanon and which will undoubtedly lead 
to the creation and development of a com- 
puter technology industry in this country," 
Mohazzebi said. 

"Microsoft is committed to playing a 
major role in building a dynamic informa- 
tion technology sector in Lebanon,” he 
added. 

Last month, Microsoft delayed opening 
its regional headquarters after die 


Lebanese parliament postponed endorse- 
ment of the copyright law. 

On Tuesday, die nine-man parliamentary 
bloc of the Shiite Hizbullah, the 1 1-niaii 
bloc of Dmze leader V\6)idJumblatt and the 
four MPs from the National Socialist Syrian 
Party (NSSP) walked out before the intelleo 
trial property rights vote. 

Maverick MP Najah Whkim and MP 
Marwan Fares, front the NSSP, had threat- 
ened to challenge the bill before the 
Constitutional Council because the voting 
process was not in conformity with parlia- 
mentary procedures. 

Wbkim joined many other MPs in accus- 
ing the United States of "exerting pressure" 
for the endorsement of the anti-piracy law, 
saying it was a marketing tool for US com- 
puter products. 

"Why would the ambassador of any 


country get involved in legislative matters?" 
Wbkim told parliament, referring to US 
Ambassador David Satterfield’s visit 
Monday to house speaker Nabih Berri. 

So far, the only visible lobbying efforts for 
software protection in Lebanon itave rente 
from the United States, through its 
embassy, visiting officials and computer 
companies — mainly Microsoft. 

Prime Minister Salim Hoss said Tliesday 
that software piracy was hurting Lebanon's 
reputation and hindering foreign invest- 
ment in tlie country's multi-billion-dollar 
rebuilding program launched after tlie 
1975-1990 civil war. 

Hoss said the Lebanese government lias 
received written commitments from com- 
puter software companies, most of them 
US, to provide discounts on their products 
of up to 90 percent. 


More than 95 percent of the computer 
software in Lebanon has been copied ille- 
gally, anti the country continues to recaw 
up to 40,000 pirated software disks fmm 
tlie Far East and Eastern Europe emy 
month, 

Legal experts haw estimated that the 
fbnner 1924 copyright law was "v«y. 
vague" making it impossible to lake legal 
action against software pirates in Lebanon. 

Finite versions of software programs 
whose originals cost anything Horn 1400 to 
4,000, are on display at computer mtail out- 
lets on every Behutsrreet comer (hr less 
than $10. 

Computer engineers also buy duty, 
computer pans front Asian countries 
enabling them to sell locally-assembled 
computers equipped with a wide range of 
unlicensed, free software Inr S 1 ,000. 


APPLE MAKES OS GORE LAST CANDIDATE 
SOURCE PUBLIC !® » ,tu ® IIITO ™ 


CUPERTINO (AP) — Apple 
Computer Inc. will become the 
first major computer company 
to release Us operating sys- 
tem's programming secrets to 
„ software developers around the 
world. 

Apple's move- to make its 
source code available is limited 
to its software that runs central 
computers. At least for now, it 
will continue to keep secret its 
operating system for the 
Macintosh personal computer. 

Nevertheless, the announce- 
ment gives a big push to a 
movement to use the Internet 
for enlisting volunteer, pro- 
grammers and speeding soft- 
ware development. The so- 
called "open source" method 
also is used for Netscape's 
browser software and the Linux 
' operating system for business 


computers. 

In conrrast, companies such 
as Microsoft Corp. and Sun 
Microsystems Inc. jealously 
guard blueprints to their soft- 
ware to surprise rivals with 
improved features. 

At Tuesday's press confer- 
ence announcing the source 
code availability, Apple interim 
CEO Steve Jobs also unveiled a 
S499 operating system, called 
the MacOS X Server, for use by 
schools, small and medium 
businesses and departments 
within larger companies. 

The source code package 
behind the system is dubbed 
“Darwin," said Jobs, because 
“it's about evolution." Source 
codes are the typed Instruc- 
tions that people create direct- 
ing computers to execute pro- 
grams. 


The system will work on 
most new Apple computers, 
but is being packaged witli the 
new Macintosh Server G3, a 
$4,999 computer for people 
who want to link majjy comput- 
ers together. 

Eric Raymond, president of a 
group of programmers called 
The Open Source Initiative, said 
that Apple's decision to share 
its newest code will “shake up 
the computer Industry." 

"We in the Internet hacker 
culture want to have access to 
these source codes and Apple 
really gets It," he said. “Now 
we'd like to see more of their 
codes." 

Jobs said that Apple will 
watch how the server source 
codes are used, but that he 
would like to open codes from 
more systems In the future. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Though Vice President A1 Gore 
claimed credit for helping invent the Internet, he will 
be among the last White House candidates to plug 
into it. 

Most of the dozen presidential aspirants already 
have their own Web sites, but Gore's campaign office 
said on Tuesday it will not be online until at least next 
week. 

Earlier on Tuesday, publisher Steve Forbes, a 
Republican, became the first person to ever announce 
his candidary on his own Web site. 

"This is going to be a new information-age cam- 
paign," Forbes vowed in an audio address on his site, 
www.Forbes2000.com. 

Tire Web site may eventually become as essential to 
any successful road to die White House as a campaign 
bus or town hall meeting. 

Perhaps it will be even more important, if and when 
the number of people with access to the Internet tops 
50 percent of American voters. 

A recent survey by the Pew Research Center for 
People and the Press found that about 40 percent of 
American adults go online, nearly triple that from four 
years ago. 

"At this point, any candidate in a competitive race 


would be crazy not to have a V\teb site," said Kim 
Alexander of the California Vbter Foundation, a private 
group dedicated to using technology to promote 
democracy. 

The Internet, the global network of computer net- 
works, lets candidates interact witl) online users, giv- 
ing them information about their campaigns while 
also soliciting contributions. 

Alexander conceded titat far fewer people are 
online than watch television or listen to the radio, bur 
said internet subscribei-s are more apt to be politically 
active. 

Alexander said political candidates first began usipg 
Web sites in 1994, and that in 19% six of the nine 
Republican presidential candidates had Wfeb sites. 

In tlie 1996 election, President Bill Clinton used the 
Internet to help him and his Democratic running mate 
Gore amass contributions and win second terms. 

Tlie Internet has its origins in US. defense research 
in the 1960s, although it has only become widely avail- 
able in the post few years. 

Though Gore may not have invented die Internet, 
his interest In high technology Itas .earned him die 
nickname "techie-in-chief." 


UttfiVER (RJ— Few experts win lx? 
juiprised If some information tcch- 
roldgy companies displaying tiieir 
pHlmsat tlie annual CeBrr reduxrf- 
^ trade fair diis week fall victim to 
flif irolennliim computer bug and do 
irtittum next yean 
1 wouldn't be at all surprised if a 
vey major IT [Information technolo- 
gy] company Is in serious trouble by 
MIT next yeac" said Maigaret 
jjadvm, 'fear 2000 expert for US. 
atsqm services compaiiy 
Quranic Data Systems Corp, 

1 won't say which one. but it is 
flirirely likely that somebody will 
caiKunaudq”Joadiim said. 

Joachim also says then? will be tun- 
mol amongst smaller technology 
oonparies whidi may go bankrupt as 
tie scale of the millennium bug 
becomes apparent in terms of costs 
aid lawsuits. 

HquWed smaller companies might 
also be .taken over by bigger ones 
wW) can see damaging supply dmin 
isemiptions looming. 

The millennium computer problem 
stems from the once common prau- 
fa* computer programmers Iwd to 
use only. two digits for die year in 
dates. Ske 97 for 1997. 

This has the potential, when dates 
tenge in 2000, to confuse computers 
aid mkrodiips embedded in 


madiines, causing diem to produce 
flawed data or crash. 


Experts an? divided on how suc- 
cessful companies; institutions and 
governments twll be In protecting 
themselves from tlie bug. The infor- 
mation technology industry in panic- 
ulaq even though it lias great Insight 
into die problem is still considered 
vulemable 

"ItH be interesting to see if die 
redmolagy industry manages to 
scrape itself togedier to hold a CeBIT 
00 1 2000], given die rash of lawsuits 
diey can oqiect when their products 
begin failing on January 1st,” said 
author Simon Reeve. 

Reeve co-authored "Tlie 
Millennium Bomb" in 1996, which lie 
says was die first book to warn of the 
potential technological chaos in 2000. 

"It is astonisliing that the redinolo- 
gy/computer industry is so eager to 
get together and pat itself collectively 
un die back at CeBIT wlien it remains 
reluitanr to get together and address 
die millennium bomb issue. It's 
known about it for years, problems 
are already enieiging. and customers 
are now starting to really panic,” said 
Reeve. 


Nick fitzhugli, "fear 2000 expert at 
management consultants Ernst & 
Mxmg, is a little less apocalyptic but 
still sees the possibility of major prob- 
lems. 

Fitzhugh said many technology 
companies have put themselves into 
reasonable sltipe, but doubts remain. 

"None is saying they are 100 pen 
cent confident everything’s OK for 
two reasons. There's tire pervasive 
nature of the problem, there’s always 
the residual risk even after testing." 

"But I think the greater risk is die 
supply drain. It's all vety well haring all 
systems tested 100 percent and OK, 
but problems along tire supply chain 
could impact business,'’ said Fitzliqgh. 

Just-ln-tlme supply 


needs the next delivery of pares tire 
truck supplying it arrives five minutes 
eariier. 

"Bur if die supply diain foils, every- 
thing fails, And the customer chain. IF 
you are producing products and cus- 
tomers are not able to receive and pay 
■ for die products, these are significant 
issues,” fitzhugh said. 

fitzliugh said industry in general 
and technology in particular wiD need 
strong continuity planning. 


So-called Just-livTiine (JIT) supply 
systems are uijeopfljrfy. said Fitzlipgfi. 
JIT supply chains are designed to elim- 
inate stocks, or push diem lrack onto 
suppliers. JT depends on meticulous, 
computer controlled timing of |»rts 
deliveries. Wlien die production line 


EDS's Joachim suggested smaller 
companies probably can'r affbtd such 
lifelines and tliat diose dint look vul- 
nerable may be taken over by cus- 
tomer in order to protect themselves. 

“During tire rest of this year a lot of 
smaller companies an? going to disap 
pear in voluntary, cm’ involuntary, liqui- 
dation as the problems become all too 
mudi for them. They will suddenly 
find diemselves taken over by some- 
body who is extremely concerned 
about diem as supplier." 

"If key suppliers to large organiza- 
tions look rocky, taking diem over and 
making sure diey perform is quite a 
good contingency plan. It could be 
cheaper than letting them go off the 
rai(s."Joadtim said. 
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IT E-MAILS, DISPLAYS TV, STARTS 
OVEN AND EVEN KEEPS FOOD COLD 

STOCKHOLM (AP) — The refrig- you Willie's inside without open- when you need time to catch up. get home, 
erator or tomorrow may do a lot ing the door. You can also send e-mail, watch "A lot oF these things are exper- 

nwe than just keep food cold. Tlie same colorful panel indi- TV, leave voice and video mes- imental, but rite technology is 

A prototype unveiled cates whether you've got the right sages for the family, check the here, said Per Gtunewald of the 

i company's New and Future 


refrigerator, he added. It works 
right now. You could use ir right 
now." 

The prototype looks like con- 
ventional models except for the 
flat screen, or panel, on the front 
] door It "knows" what's inside by 
reading bar codes, like those reg- 
istered by machines at supermar- 
ket checkout stands. 

This 'fridge will even warn users 
if they are running low on any 
foods it's programmed to keep 
tabs on. lt sends ah electronic' 
messagfe — in English to start 
with but' feirentually .in any lan- 
guage’ -^reminding you to, for 
] example, pick up eggs and milk 
vvork- : ! 

*•3 . By referring to material stored 
?fj In Its memory or retrieved from . 
$3 CD-RObfs.Tt can tell, you the fet 

« library 3»h coaklag"?^***. Wi alt* •quit**' ^ •"?*" * compatible oven, the refhger- 

•**»p«ik«ri Ur communication Krtwran fardlv Mp»b#«-tAF Hwtoj f . atOrcan'drder theuhltto heat up. 

!**i«day by Elecoolux. tlie ingMte.onhmdfcrftiirtS^'; mi the town- 

company that developed .•>|irMpe, , and^ndispl4ya^deb:.' ; seperale e^.lblib-e.pb 0115 tuieirade. . . 

* modem be box neatly -80 PI 9 ba^ flblh W ifs 

'"^ago.haseiermw, . hi inn .rezes the. video, .ready to stmt ctoWng whtav you meals ityoure on a diet. Not yet, 


A worker scales a giant replica of a 
cellular phone that serves as a climb- 
ing wall and an eyccatchcr at the 
Sony stand during preparations for 
the Cebit computer fair in Hanover, 
northern Germany, Wednesday,, where 
7,341 exhibitors from 60 countries will 
present their latest products at the 
world's largest computer fair that will 
be open today — (AP Photo) 



Sabine Murek touches the screen of 
a prototype of NCR corporation's 
Microwave Bank at the NCR stand 
at the CeBIT computer fair in 
Hanover, northern Germany, 
Wednesday. The Microwave Bunk is 
aimed at bringing electronic com- 
merce into the kitchen. It allows 
you to pay bills, transfer money 
and shop online, surf the Internet, 
i watch TV and email friends, all 
from a microwave — which can, of 
course, cook as well. The CeBIT fair 
will open its doors on Thursday, 
March 18. NCR is bused in Dayton, 
Ohio — (AP Photo) 





ABDULLAH, aside from his- military 
responsibilities, was involved In major 
issues and already made International 
contacts. 

We can’t daim that he is new to 
these circumstances, far from it. 

The Arab Daily: Minister, we are 
going to tackle the subject of military 
and economic cooperation with 
Jordan, after the passing away of the 
Late King Hussein, many countries 
were worried about the future of 
Jordan, some of these countries like 
the Gulf monarchies and the USA were 
quick to allocate economic and mili- 
tary aid to the Kingdom. 

Will there be any French contribu- 
tion like this? 





Hilbert Vcdrine: You have used the 
word worry. There is no worry, there 
was lots or sadness over the King's 
death. There also was a unanimous 
reaction concerning his courage to the 
end and his political clairvoyance. 

Thus, there is nothing to be worried 
about, [there is) genuine desire of‘ 
France, Europe and the USA to pursue 
fruitful cooperation with Jordan. 

Jordan can encounter problems, like 
any other country, but that is not 
enough to, use the word M worry." 
Concerning the French-Jordanian rela- 
tions, I can tell you since 1992, there 
have been several financial protocols, 
that express solidarity and Interest in 
France for Jordan. 

One must equally note that the Paris 
Club, when there was a question con- 
cerning the Jordanian debt, France was 
always positive Vis-d-vis Jordan. 

We have no reason to change our 
position. Additionally, there are a num- 
ber ofFrench companies in Jordan. Not 
enough, I believe; but they are devel- 
oping. Their presence and recent suc- 
cess in different' sectors, especially in 
the field of water show that there are 
French investments- in Jordan. Wte 
would have not invested in this coun- 
try, if we were worried, but we cer- 
tainly hope for there to be more pres- 
ence. Unfortunately France is more 
present In other countries like Egypt, 
Israel, Palestinian territories. 

The Arab Dofly: You have evoked 
water investment projects in Jordan, 
but even in this field, the Germans and 
the Japanese are stronger than the 
French. 



Hubert Vedrine: When the amount 
of the financial protocol hits the mil- 
lion, and when part of the debt is can- 
celled. we can't say that France Is not 


present. 

The French companies, like all other 
international companies hope to win 
the maximum deals in this region, 
especially Jordan. 

Out at the same time, you have to 
respect the procedures of competition 
and its up to the Jordanian authorities, 
according to the different selection 
procedures that exist to make their 
choices. If you ask me about our inten- 
tions and chose of our companies, our 
response is certainly positive. You have 
spoken of German's and Japanese; they 
are not stronger than us, in certain sec- 
tors, they are more present than us in 
the Jordanian market. No doubt, there 
are some historical explanations. You 
must see how the relations between 
Jordan, Japan and Germany developed. 
As far as we are concerned, I can guar- 
antee you that in the coming months, 
the relations between France and 
Jordan will develop better. 



The Arab Daily: Minister, Jordan's 
stability depends also on the stability 
of neighboring countries, especially 
jraq. 

Recently, You have pledged for a 
conditional lifting of the oil embargo. 
Are you now at a deadlock? 

Hubert Vedrine: We are certainly 
preoccupied by this dead end, where 
we are currently, concerning the Iraqi 


of the Security Council found it inter- 
esting, and we, from our side, try to 
reinforce the discussion with every- 
body. There we are. The Security 
Council created three working groups 
to evaluate the situation in Iraq, and 
the debate will rake off again in April. 
Our ideas are then on the Security 
Council's table. 

The Arab Daily: What is the position 
of Iraq's neighboring countries 
towards the French propositions. 
Some present two scenarios. One is 
that King Abdullah will support certain 
measures taken by die Americans to 
topple the Iraqi regime. Others say 
that King Abdullah would be in favor of 
lifting the embargo without interfer- 
ence in Iraqi internal affaires. 
According to you, what are Jordan’s 
real intentions concerning the Iraqi 
issue? 

. Hubert Vedrine: I will not get Into 
hypothetical speculations. On the 
other hand, you ask me again, as if we 
proposed die lifting or the embargo. 
Til is is not what we proposed. We pro- 
posed to set up a long term control 
system and another control for the rev- 
enues which would allow us to lift the 
embargo. 

What l can say after my recent visit 
to the Gulf, I went to Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates, Kuwait and Bahrain, 
that those countries were interested in 
the. French ideas and they wish to 
know more. 


Anyhow, irs not France, the United 
States nor Great Britain who decide 
arms sales to such a oil producing 
country or another. Its these countries 
who decide when and where to buy 
and I have to mention here that they 
do not have a general policy on this 
matter. It depends on the circum- 
stances of each country, the markets 
and technical characteristics. When 
those countries buy, when they sign 
contracts, whether it is For weapons or 
water, electricity or even telecommuni- 
cations, most of them know that they 
have to manage their resources care- 
fully. 

Don't forget that there is an oil crisis 
and prices are not so high as they used 
to be. Therefore, these countries have 
to be careful when they sign a con- 
tract. And believe me, they do not 
make any political gifts to anybody. 

They do not justify globally. For 
example, they do not say: we will do 
some business with the French, with 
the British or with the Americans; they 
sort it out case by case according to 
the proposed quality. Therefore, it is 
they who control their own purchases 
and not the exporting countries. 

The Arab Dally: But you cannot 
ignore, Mr. Minister, the unpopular 
policy of Che Americans, and their pre- 
dominant influence throughout the 
world. And going back to Iraq, don’t 
you think that they control the whole 
file? 


The Arab Daily: And what would be 
France's position ir Yasser Ararat 
declares a Palestinian state on May 47 

Hubert Vedrine: Concerning the 
issue of May 4. we consider that the 
Palestinian Authority has the right to 
declare a Palestinian State. For us. this 
seems to emanate from the previous 
accords, on which the peace process 
was launched, whether It was | n 
Madrid, Oslo, Wye River and any other 
phases, but for the future of this 
region, for the future of Palestinians 
and for the future of Israelis, for their 
existence and for the neighboring 
countries such as Jordan that hope to 
live , in a peaceful region, we wish to 
see this is done in the best possible 
conditions. Now, it is up to the 
Palestinian leaders to think the way 
they have to. 


The Arab Daily: Another issue in the 
news. Mr. Minister, the Americans are 
bombarding Iraq whenever they feel 
like it, and regularly give dally lessons, 
bur paradoxically, the world appear to 
be very patient with Slobodan 
Milosevic. Isn’t this a double weighing 
policy? 

Hubert Vedrine: We cannot compare 
one crisis to another. There are several 
crisis in the world and none of them is 


Issue. We are confronted by a country 
which does not totally respect the 
adopted resolutions of the security 
council, in 1991, after the Gulf War. 

Not a single solution, until now, lias 
been found to the Iraqi armament con-’ 
trol problem, which Is unfortunately 
indispensable. 

Thus, neighboring countries and 
Gulf monarchies are worried about 
their security, as long as the actual 
regime Is in power. 

But, the embargo consequences 
started to weigh heavily on the Iraqi 
Society. For this reason, France looked 
for some other proposals to be debat- 
ed. It did present some to the Security 
Council In January, 

Estimating that if we set up a long 
term control system of the Iraqi arma- 
ment; which is called "Monitoring sys- 
tem" for surveillance of any Iraqi even- 
tual dangerous rearmament. And if we 
could use a control system of oil sales 
revenue to avoid any misdirection of 
those revenues to prohibited rearma- 
ment programs. 

Thus, in these conditions only, 
France would think of lifting the 
embargo. 1 think sincerely that it will 
be a good thing to be able to set an 
efficient control system in order to lift 
the embargo. Because It does not cor- 
respond tp strategic necessity, that we 
can understand today, not forgetting 
that it is socially and hunpanly cruel. 

Our Ideas were presented to the 
security council. The USA is not in 
favor of this approach. But they never 
said they were completely hostile to 
the French Ideas. The ' other members 


We have discussed them with the 
leaders of these countries and this 
exchange of points of views was very 
constructive, because we have not for- 
mally presented an achieved plan, but 
only ideas, out of which we try to work 
in different directions. 

Concerning Kuwait, which is in the 
front line and which is more threat- 
ened by Iraqi threats, there are more 
interrogations and worries on the effi- 
ciency of the armament and revenues 
control on the long term. We definite- 
ly presented to the Kuwaitis our con- 
cept, but it will certainly be enriched 
by the debate at the Security Council. 

But in the other emirates I have vis- 
ited, I encountered an approval (which 
was] frank enough towards our 
approach. How can you guarantee the 
region’s security, on the long term, and 
reduce the suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple? 

It’s with tills combination that we 
have worked, and 1 think that no one 
can reject our Ideas once they are pre- 
sented on the table, as I said a few 
weeks ago. 

The Arab Daily: Minister, will the 
lifting of the embargo on Iraq pose a 
threat to the French and American 
interests in the region, especially In 
the arming of oil producing countries 
by France and by the United States? 

Hubert Vedrine: Our position on 
Iraq has no link with the weapons 
sales, it's not oil buyers or arms seders 
policies, but It concerns the Iraqi pop- 
ulation that continue to, suffer. 


Hubert Vedrine: We are certainly in 
a world where the United States have a 
predominant influence. Everybody 
notices that, and it is a fact of the actu- 
al world, in commerce as well as in 
strategical issues. This does not 
exclude that France is an important 
country, which has its influence in the 
world. 

France is also a great power with 
many means of influence and has a 
vefy strong foreign policy, often gen- 
uine and inventive, that has brought 
many useful contributions. In the 
peace process for example. And since 
twenty or twenty five years, France's 
contributions are innumerable. 


The Arab Dally: there is another pre- 
dominant force in the region: Israel. 
Monday, the Israeli Government 
declared it will not give up on 
Jerusalem, which It considers as the 
Capital of the State of Israel. What is 
your answer to this? 

Hubert Vedrine; No one in the world 
has recognized unilateral decisions of 
the Israeli government on Jerusalem. 
This is not new. The Israeli govern- 
ment reaffirms periodically it's own 
concept of Jerusalem, as a unique and 
unified capital of the State of Israel, 
but this was not ’ recognized. 
Therefore, there is a .situation of inter- 
national law which has not changed on 
this subject. . 


similar to another. When Saddam 
Hussein invaded Kuwait and tried to 
take over this country, this was the 
first time In the history of the United 
Nation's, that a member of the UN tries 
to take over another member state of 
the United Nations. Thus, this was a 
situation rhat could not be compared 
to another. 

I can tell you, concerning Kosovo, 
that through the Contact Group and Its 
six state members, France, Germany. 
Italy, Great-Britain, Russia and the 
United States, there Is a first time 
international mobilization to convince 
the two rivals to accept the reasonable 
solution that we have proposed, This 
solution is not a status quo which is 
intolerable, nor the Independence, We 
have suggested a substantial autoao- 
my that seems to me responding® 
botli parties' requirements, but pro- 
poses, naturally* compromises from 
both parties. . 

We have worked hard since Marti 

98, especially since last auwmrt, ando 
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UEFA CUP ROUNDUP 


SON (AP) - Arletico 
Madrid's 2-1 quarterfinal win 
omAS Roma on Tuesday pre- 
vented an Italian treble in the 
UEFA Cup semifinals, while 
Marseille kept French hopes 
alive despite a scoreless draw 
with Celta Vigo. Three Italian, 
three French and two Spanish 
teams lined-up for Tuesday's 
quarterfinals and the Italians 
looked like grabbing three of 
6e four spots after AC Parma 
thrashed Boadeaux 6-0 and 
Bologna dung to a 3-2 overall 
advantage despite a 2-0 loss to 
Lyon. 

Roma's first-half goal against 
Adedco put the Italian team 
into the box seat to clinch 
mother semifinal berth but the 
Spanish hit back wfth two sec- 
ond-halfgoals to advance on a 
4-2 aggregate. 

Marseille was the last French 
with a chance in Enrope 


when it took the field against 
Ccltn Vigo in Spain in the only 
quarterfinal not featuring an 
Italian team. 

The visitors defended vigor- 
ously to cling ro the 2-1 advan- 
tage it gained in the first leg 
two weeks ago. While rite 
Frendi played a defensive 
game, Celia was unable to con- 
vert frequent scoring opportu- ' 
nities into a goal. 

The home team's best 
chance was a right-footed 
smash from Russian striker 
Alexandre Mostovoi in the 
59th mimite but it was direct- 
ed straight at the at the 
Marseille 'keeper. 

AC Parnia tumed-around a 2- 
I first-round result to thrash 
the French league leaders and 
keep its hunt for a treble title 
on track arTardini Stadium. 

Tlie 1995 UEFA Cup ritlist, 
'-'•Tently second in the Serie A 



jy*n mldflalder Stead Malbranque (R) le challenged by 
■dogma captain Michele Pnramnttl during their return 
1 quarter-final match In Lyon 16 March. 


behind Lazio and with a berth 
in the Italian Cup already ro 
hand, erased its first-leg deficit 
in the 37th minute through 
Argentinian striker Herman 
Crespo and then piled on the 
goals. 

Enrico Chiesa scored goals 
011 either side of halftime, 
Argentine midfielder Juan 
Veron struck a brilliant free 
kick in the 48th minute and 
Crespo notched his second 
goal in the 66th minute to give 
Parma a 5-0 lead. Abel Balbo 
added a late penalty to give 
Parma a 6-0 victory. 

At Lyon, Bologna advanced 
despite losing to the French 
team. Tlie Italians traveled to 
Lyon witii a 3-0 lead after the 
first leg and trailed 2-0 at half- 
time on goals from strikers 
Alain Caveglia in the 16th 
minute and 21-year-oid 
Joseph-Desire Job in the 39th. 

• Bologna, without a trophy of 
any kind since 1974, clused 
ranks in tlie second half ro pro- 
tect its one-goal advantage. 
Bulogna striker Giuseppe 
Signori, who scored two key 
goals in the first leg. nearly 
struck again in the final min- 
utes, when his lob bounced olf 
the bar but tlie away goal was 
elusive. At the Olympic 
Stadium, Atletico Madrid's 
conie-from-beliind win over 
Roma guaranteed Spain of one 
semifinal berth. Roberto 
Fresnedoso scored in the last 
minute of the match to break a 
1-1 deadlock and extend 
Atletico's overall advantage. 
Atletico had a 2-1 lead after 
the first leg but surrended the 
advantage when Mario 
Delvecchio scored Roma’s 
opener in the 32nd minute 
four minutes after defender 



; 
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Parma's Argentinian Hermann Crespo <C, L) Is congratulated by teammates alter he 
scored his team's first goal against Bordeaux during their UBFA Cup quarler-tinal sc 
end leg match In Parma 16 March 1999. Par me won 6-0. 

Pierre Wome was sent off and tnge but it- was short lived. kicked the winner. Italia 

left the Italian team one man When Carlos Aguilera scored teams have won the UEFA Cu 

down. Ronia’s away goal in the in r!ie 57t i, minute at the six times in the past decac 


left the Italian team one man When Carlos Aguilera scored teams have won the UEFA Cup 

down. Ronia’s away goal in the in rhe 57tll minute at the six times in the past decade 

first leg combined with - Srad ; uln t0 | eve l the and foui ’ ° f the lust J 1,ne r '. na,s 

Delveccio's opener gave tlie . . . , have been confrontations 

home team an overall advan- score M ’ At - let,co selzed the between Serie A clubs, 
advantage before Fresnedoso 


INDIAN MEN 
CYCLING FOR PEACE 
ARRIVE IN AMMAN 


DAILY — THREE INDIAN 
W1ISTS arrived at the Indian 
mbassy in Amman in an around- 
ne-world journey to promote 
Wee and brotherhood, 
flwir trip, which started ton 
cember 12, and will include 
®Ps In over 30 countries, lias 
ten tllem - to Oman, the UAE (by 
"totorbike), and Saudi Arabia, They. . 
i- " t0 .' eave f or Syria on Saturday;" 
J" c next H of the 50,000 'km ' 
journey. ; 1 

Embassy has arranged fpr ' 
J°rdan° various t0Ur ‘ sl sites' in 

N&rayana. the eldest of the 
•’ told The Arab Daily "we were, 


looking forward to meeting His 
Majesty the Late King Hussein 
when we set out on our trip in 
December, but we were most 
unlucky. He was a world renouned 
champion of peace, and peace Is 
our mission. We hope we will be. 
able to meet His MaJesty ;; Kln$ 
Abdullah, who is following ui Ids 
father!* Footsteps." ' ' . 

Narayana. 3 1 . had previously cov* i 
ered 90,000 km in a tour that took ■ 
him to 59 countries in 1979-80. 

• |n Abu Dhabi, the cyclists came • j 
acros? Ahmed Mqfleh, a> Jordanian I 
cyclist whb‘ is louring the Gulf with 
a mission t>Q save the eovironmept . 

•: from pollution. / . . t " /, 
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NELLY LAMA 


Art & Culture editor i 


BRANDING, TATTOOING ANl FACIAL SCARRINGS 
SOCIO-CULTURAL EXPRESSION OR SUPERSTITIONS? 


F ollowing the appearance, in Jordan, of a book dealing with 
the subject of tattooing, I found it a good opportunity to 
inforin the reader about this controversial subject that has 
come down to us from ancient times, bringing solace to the 
superstitious, enjoyment to the vanity of youth, and a sense of 
belonging to those who advocate tribal continuity. The timing 
seems correct since Henna tattooing is a practice thar is popu- 
lar just before EKd el Adha. 1 have taken the liberty of adding 
some extra information, for our readers to enjoy. 

Doctors around the world have exhibited a special interest in 
art. Here in Jordan, we can name a number of artlsrs and musi- 
cians among Jordan Ian doctors. In did you know, today, you will 
see a medical fact that is apparent in a painting of the great 
Dutch artist, Rembrandt. It was an art loving doctor in Australia 
who brought this fact to light. Although Rembrandt managed to 
give ‘soul’ to his models, he surely could portray the truth of 
their physique as well. Read onl 



Tottofng on hands and logs 
helps define Identify 
and tribal belonging 


'WASHM' or tattooing, was widely spread 
in rural areas and in the desert among 
bedouins, during the 1st half of this centu- 
ry. Even today, this habit is rampant. 
Women from all over the country, from 
Husn in the North to Shaubak in the South 
visit famous tattooers. Girls are proud to 
show off their tattoos. 

Together, Taha Al-Habahba and Hana' 
Sadeq have written a book on the subject, 
namely, 'Thttooing In our traditions' 

"It was important to have a woman col- 
laborate in this study as tattooing is the 
domain of the female, and it takes a female 
to talk to the elderly women who practise 
this form of embellishment." explained 
Taha. 

In the preface of die book, Dr Sarisi men- 
tions that Tattooing is one of the ancient 
folk arts known by both ancient Egyptians 
and Mesopotamians, as part of a belief in 
the magical powers emitted by the animal 
images that are introduced into the flesh. 
This magical power protects the wearer of 
the tattoo from any dangers he might face. 
He remarks that Islam forbade tattooing. It 
has been said that the prophet cursed the 
woman who makes tattoo and the one who 
wears it, (Al ‘.Washlma wal Mustawshama). 

-ThcHDldT Testament -forbade- it and the 
Council of Nicea in 787 AD, decreed a law 
against it. Such attempts were also made 
by. Britain andjapan. 

"In spite of all these religious and legal 
exemptions." writes Sarisi, “the tattoo sur- 
vived many thousands of years." He men- 
tions the names of famous people who bear 
tattoos on their arms and bodies, among 
them Roosevelt, TVuman, Kennedy, Stalin, 
Montgommery, and Churchill “ 

■ Al-Habahba and Sadeq asked a number of 
people about the reasons why they subject 
themselves to such a procedure. "Beside its 
cosmetic use, some believe that tattoos 
have magical powers. Others write Quranic 
verses to keep the devil away, and tattoo 
their children to avert the evil eye. In these 
two cases it is used as an amulet. 

Some use it as identification, or belong- 
ing to a fraternity or simply to assert them- 
selves and draw attention. 

'Wasm' or^brandlng, is a similar practice 

25 


among Arab tribes who wish to establish 
ownership of animals, camels and horses in 
particular. Specific tribes use signs on the 
body of the animal so as to recognize it. 
This depends on how often, or on which 
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side or part of the body of the animal the 
wasm appears. There are certain criteria 
such as the size of the Wasm, or the 
Shaahid, a special code added to it. 

Branding is a symbol of wealth and 
power, It determines ownership in case of 
loss of the animal. 

When animals are used in smuggling, the 
wasm makes it easier for the police to iden- 
tify the culprit. 

Back to tattoos in humans, they often fol- 
low a specific festival such as that of the 
harvest. 

Some believe that pricking with needles 
alleviates pain from .mother part of the 
body. 

As for men, love, both platonic and phys- 
ical, could make them place tattoos on their 
bodies, boasting faithfulness to a beloved. 

It could be a mystic belief that a tattoo can 
make them great shooters. 

The two co-authors covered the history 
oF the tattoo among the people of 
Mesopotamia, ancient Egypt, China and the 
Far East, as well as American Indians, 
Eskimos. Australian Aboriginees and Centra] 
Africans. Each had its own motifs, whether , 
decorative, geometric, floral and foliate, or 1 
faunal. I 

In their book, they also handled thee 
Waslun In language and literature. They* 
mentioned the different names given to Jr! 
tattoos, the appearance of the word JF! 
'Waslim' in Arab Poetry, especially that of 
the Jaliiliya (before the advent of Islam), • 
and in folk songs. The text is accompanied 
by photographs showing different tattoos. 

In Jordan, a variety of terms are used for 
tattooing, the pinned woman 'madqooqah- 
Daq 1 . Naqsli Or Naqrasliah. Al-Nakt. Each tat- 
too has a name, depending on where it is 
placed. The Jablia (between the eyes), for 
exarnte, is called a crescent, it bears the 
shape of a crescent, often accompanied by 
some dots. On the cheek, the wisham has a 
star or a rose. Some cover their lower lip 
'Musht.' Among the oddest names for that is 
'The moustache of the soldier'; odd because 
it is a female tattoo. On the chin 'lihyeli-or 
beard’, on the feet or anklets, 'Klialakheel'. 
Tattoos are also placed on breasts and stom- 
achs. 

The waslim is permanent, Al Klial, on the 
other hand, is a temporary form of washmi 
it was created in the Umayyad. and AbbajicT 

Tattooing is done by piercing the skin 
. With needles and Introducing na'oor or can- 
dle shot Into the holes, hi Jordan, :seven dif- 


ferent needles are used for tattooing, 
depending on the design. A herbal mixture 
Sinnaj, is introduced into the incisions. It l! 
bought from gypsies who keep the secret 
formula to themselves. Others use the 
neeleh, or blue powder used to whiten 
linen, Chinese ink, or green herbs. Some 
swelling takes place after the incisions are 
made, and the drawing can only be seen 
clearly after one week. Some women have 
tried to remove tatoos with the interven- 
tion of acid, or at best with surgery, but to 
no avail. 

Others have wriiten about tattoos. 
Kavita Bhatia, a Pakistani living in the 
Arabian Gulf, talks about an alternative to 
tattooing, Henna. 

According to her, Eid el-Fltr is tattoo lime. 
Certain traditions are inseparable from the 
occasion, Henna tattooing is synonymous 
with Eid. Decorating oneself with Henna is 
an age old custom particularly in the Gulf 
and the Indian sub-continent. Women of the 
East have a penchant for geometric designs, 
women in the Gulf prefer designs close to 
nature, . .. 
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palms of the hands and feet and left to dry for a 
while. 

The Henna Is painted on the hands 8i feet at the 
advent of the two Muslim Feasts ( .or the return of 
the men from long trips (sea journeys or trips for 
peaii-diving, Mawsim Al Qifaal, or at weddings and 
private occasions such as when a woman comes 
out of the seclusion period after divorce (Al 
■Edda). 

Fpr the wedding, painstaking detail is painted, 
with precision, on the bride’s body during the 
'Henna Night', to beautify her for her wedding 
night. 

Most designs are picked up from the Gulf envi- 
ronment, Its flora and fauna ranging from palm 
trees to serpents and birds of the area. 

Floral motifs start at the wrist and flow our to 
the bottom of the fingers. As for the feet, the 
design starts from die ankle and flows out 
towards the t6es. 

Henna was used in ancient Egypt. According to 
Edward Ghaleb, who wrote Al Mawsoo'a Al 
Arabiyah Al Muyassarah, the journal of natural sci- 
ences, the ancient Egyptians knew this plant and 
used it in mummification. 

Ramses I sent a mission to Asia to find some 
herbs, the mission arrived with Henna. Through 
the ancient Egyptians, the Henna was brought 
over to Africa and Europe. We can see the hair 
aid liails of mummlef painted with Henna. The 
bwlites and Greeks used it too, and soon the 
Ptolemies of Egypt and the Romans made their 
tiaras (crowns) out of its blooming branches. As 
br Syrians, they scattered Henna on the floor of 
thetomb before burial, claiming that it stopped 
. Wins from approaching. 

jtie Henna tree is a tropical perennial with dry, 
grkri ileaVel It is found mostly in Iran, Iraq, India, 
Jmen, and Singapore. Some women prefer to 
buy Henna in leaves as they are wary of additives 
make the powder blacker like cement and 
petrochemicals. 

African Henna is mixed. A woman knows 
wether Henna is mixed, by pouring it out after 
"Ming It with water, If It descends in blotches it 
k mixed with additives, if It pours out in a con- 
. muons stream, then it is pure. 

Henna today has become immensely popular 
Jmong young girls who place it on their arms, 
wdcs. navels ms well as ankles. Even in the West, 
tattoos have become quite a rage among 
celebrities and superinodels, 

One other form of body decoration is Shuluch, 
wradal scan-lng. In Abu Bakr Ahmed ba-Qader’s 
i H ®jn. , Vttishm and Shulukh', we are introduced 
wrois final procedure that Is mainly found among 
Whs of the Sudan. “In the past, it was quite pop- 



ular in Mecca, and as some people emigrated to 
North Africa, they found the habit to be quite 
rampant, since the 7th century A.D, in the north- 
ern Delta. 

"The Arab Immigrants married local women of 
the Sudan, and their offsprings got a black com- 
plexion. They feared that their children would be 
taken into slavery, and so used the method of 
facial scarring as a means of identification. 

"Boys submit to Shulukh at the age of five, girls 
must first reach die age of ten. 

“This habit became the pride of Arab Africans, 
and those who do not bear scars were looked 
down upon, as it meant that they were not Arab, 
or that they refused to abide by the ways of their 
fathers and their tribe." 

This habit of recognizing members of a tribe 
went on till the end of the Islamic Sultanate of 
Fanj. The spread of Sufism took precedence on 
tribal belonging. New scars replaced the old, 
referring to the followers or a Sheikh, like Sheikh 
Hassan wad Hassouneh. 

“Since women rarely left their homes, this habit 
was no more required. But vanity had it that the 
Sudani woman, whose skin would not allow a 
tatoo to show except on the lips, now wanted the 
shulukh for reasons of embellishment." Abu Bakr 
tells us. "It has become fashionable among Sudani 
urban and bedouin women, and it extended to 
Egyptians, Syrians, and those that are bom there 
and vaunt of being 'scarred women'. 

“Scarring has the same effect on people as tat- 
tooing, where they believe it wards off evil, envy 
and magic." 

One interesting detail about the cognitive 
power of scarring, is the belief that If a child is 
about to die, lie should receive the scar-oT a dif- 
ferent tribe so that death would not rerogntZe 
him, and that he may live again, On the other 
hand, if a son is born immediately after his 
fadier's death, die same thing takes place* he is 
scarred differently so that his dead father would 
not recognize him. and hover over him; so that 
death would not kidnap hlm- 

We leave it to our reader to decide for' himself/ 
herse|f, on whether branding, tattooing. and facial: 
scarrings are serious soclo-cultural expressions' or 
simple superstitions. , 

Whether aesthetic, economic, social, orlsuper- 
. stltious, they stand as a witness of the symbolic 
power of the image and: its intense role In the 
develobmenr of civilization. 


Did You Know ? 


D id you know that a retired Australian spe- 
cialist has diagnosed a perfect example of 
a malignant skin cancer on the face of a 
man painted by Rembrandt more than three cen- 
turies ago 7 

One of the greatest artists of 17th-century 
Holland, Rembrandt Harmensz Van Rijn, (1606- 
1669) followed his patrons' exacting standards by 
portraying most faithfully the objects or people 
placed before him. 

He chose portraiture as it was more lucrative, 
but later failed to please his patrons because he 
added too much spirit to the portraits and broke 
the imposed rigidity of the subject. 

Radiation oncologist Robert Bourne in the 
January issue of the medical Journal of Australia, 
told how he had discovered a basal cell carcino- 
ma on the face of the man lie portrayed in the 
painting ' Man in Oriental Costume'. 

"It equals a clinical photograph In clarity, 
demonstrating the skill of die artist in painting 
what he saw. “ wrote Bourne, a former deputy 
director of the Queensland Radium Institute in 
Brisbane. 

In ‘Man in Oriental Costume'. Rembrandt could 


not diagnose the ailment that had stricken the 
man's face, but used it to portray a biblical 
scene. Here, the ‘Oriental* is thought tobe King 
Uzziah. Uzziah 'transgressed against the Lord', 
but when lie tried to bum incense in the temple 
he was stricken with leprosy on the forehead. 

"Notwithstanding the problematic interpreta- 
tion of the subject, “ says Rembrandt biographer 
Christopher Wright, "the picture emerges as one 
of the artist's many statements about the dignity 
of old age. ... He bears with a quiet dignity the 
feeling that the decay of the flesh has already set 
in." 

The clasped hands, tense face, and knotted 
brows are telltale of the state of mind of the 
man. This painting gives us an insight into 
Rembrandt's ability to depict character. 

Paint was a tool with which Rembrandt 
expressed feeling. His tonal range extends from 
velvety brown to black to sparkling white. 
Rembrandt believed that the handling of paint, 
light and color can equal subject matter in impor- 
tance, he could > therefore extend subject matter 
to embrace the full range of human experience. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 1999 
By Stella Wilder 

B om today, you have unusual longevity 
on your side, and it is likely that once 
you make a name For yourself, it will 
remain highly respected and widely 
admired throughout your lifetime. No 
matter what levej of success you may 
be enjoying at any given time, you can be confi- 
dent that there are those who will always be 


your side no matter what the cause, and there will 
be those who consider you an enemy regardless 
of any evidence to the contrary, You are always 
aware of what has preceded you, in terms of your 
own heritage and the history of your own circum- 
stances. You maintain the highest respect for tra- 
dition, while moving steadily in your own direc- 
tion and forging your own path. 

You have a way of successfully combining busi- 
ness withyourownpriv^ 


FRIDAY, MARCH 19. 1999 
By Stella Wilder 

B om today, you are never one to 
make hasty judgments or jump into 
a new project without first assessing 
the potential for success and the 
very real dangers you may encounter 
along the way. This is not to say that 
only do those 'things that are “guaranteed." 


On the contrary, you are known for your careful 
embrace of risks time and time again, but the 
truth is you simply like to know exactly what it is 
you are “getting into.” You will surely take what 
comes, but you like to have same kind of idea 
where you'll be as a result. You're the kind to 
enjoy self-improvement of all kinds throughout 
your lifetime, and you're never one to assume that 
you “know it all." 


what you are doing more than most people, while 
increasing your profits at every juncture. Some 
may accuse you of being nothing more than an 
opportunist, but they will do so with a good mea- 
sure of envy! 

Also born on this date are: Vanessa L. Williams, 
actress; George Plimpton, actor and author; 
Wilson Pickett, singer and musician; Bonnie Blair, 
speed skater; Charley Pride, musician. 


Despite your rapid success in the field of your 
choice, you must always strive to maintain dose 
contact with those at home, including friends, 
family members and loved ones. It’s likely that 
you will enjoy one life-long love, although you 
may not realize that this is “the one" until you've 
missed your chance more than once. 

Also bom on this date are: Glenn Close, actress; 
Bruce Willis, actor; Ruth Pointer, singer. 


HOROSCOPES 


PISCES 

(Feb. 10-MarchZO): 

THURSDAY 

It's tlrna;tji ptey 'prowii-up' r 
evaq'wh&n you're 1 

_ op? 

,||p lo you* 
r-'fo-be-Wia fesponaftlo.op^v 1 

;^fTaka l ^fl.ltrno iwiy to 
do 

the things that 'orVfenfy spe- 
cial u> you. You neadn'i 
exptafn yourself to anyone! " 

VIRGO 

(Aug. 23-Sopt. 22): 

^THURSDAY 

- .Cheflkfind double- check your 
' frc^today. Avoiding mistakes 
.■^'^agl^ore lhan push an 

tage of you at this time. 


(March 21-April10): 
THURSDAY' 

G sward of flnpndel .ventures 
4^’ ^^'r)eky, ,You cab be !; 
>-"wrti;fH^V^alm wftiara iijd .] 

! ^wd^a^liir^'arp .In store Ipr j 
j-0‘;- ypM If^ypo’ra careful. ■ 

■An ■ Ipnpcfri a rTt flt>a decision 
(e fart apprc^blilhgi^uid though 
you can't "pull) to becT today, 
■yoQ^n-fte^me"ChB^ng^mh 
- double- checking. 


(Sopt. 23-Oct. 23): 

THURSDAY 

Do wljat youl^n to avoid long- 
term |rm$t p^riiit^de^Short 
Irjk&alp likely ito pra\?4 >H uoh 
iporeSlnJHul ajfdfarieJe rityy. 

/ 5 ™dAy i \ 


!|wo, or Ijlan thre^;4eke 
», hg^^]^|^you don’t 

soon be your turn. 


TAURUS GEMINI 

(April ?.0-May 20): . (May 21 Juno 21): 

THURSDAY THURSDAY. 

You may be feeling emotionally you mueln't be too eggma^ve 
shaky today. F|ht) solace In Urrie w pushy today when i trying to 
spent with loved ones and don't prove y$ur pOfnli It's a good 
ever ihlnk that ytorre asktrig too time to be sdbtfe, clever aryl ! 


Take advantage pi those com- Visit a relative today who may 
miihlpsikm.llnsa that you've not Dei able to visit you.', Youll 
been so proud ol lately, lie derive more than solace from 

— impertanHhakyed ialk-about- Ihe-meetlngr An-Important- lev ■ 

whaf a bothering you. son can be learned. 

SCORPIO SAGITTARIUS 

(Oct. 24-NOV.21) (Nov.r?2-Doc. 21): 

THUR8DAY THURSDAY 

The neada ol olhem,(p|^i lake lt would be wise' today lo begin 
p,ecedwceo*Wr l iMn pi, 4 lo, the>«mlno 

today, at wa.K.^&d, pnpu^n 

you «*&fa** 

ramVftaltonJilp. There Is more stan^^ton wltlrb&ial respon- 
to be gained from Intimacy at Ygu'll receive some 

this time. Important "offlolat” Information. 


(Juno 22-July 22): 

THURSDAY 

Aocap.1 aat). gilts you aru olfared 
in a sincere and gracious man- 
ner today. Now te not tho Uma 
to ask questions about positive 
developments. 

FRIDAY '.’••• 

" It s impossible for you lo fit In 
everything you want to accom- 
plish today. You only have so 

-tmucMmeal jordkpKarfls' 

clever and consolidate! 


. (July 23 -Aug.22) 

THURSDAY 

You can open your mind end 
enjoy one or two new experi- 
ences In a way you hadn't 
anticipated today. Someone 
close to you will lead the way. 
FRIDAY 

Your determination end perse- 
verance will prevail today. Yob 
can finish that project that has 
’been stalled for too long. It's 
time lo get motivated! 


(Dae. 22-.lun. 19): 

THURSDAY 

Trust yourhistlnctri today. 
FoltbyO your owii pdjh wlth con- 
fidence. bufb^qerttdt. Remain 
aware of the' toeUtyp $ qtljera 
.. . bdioto you jtfct Ipd'qoifikfyi 

imagined 
petty cash, and 
. don't neglect those common 
“courtesy paymanla." 


(Jon 20-Fuli. 10): 

THUR6DAY 

Patience and understanding 
are f seenltal ingredients of a 
profitable day,. .particularly .whan 
l^you’ro working op a project 
iV'. '.--- ; 'wllh yPur pa^ra, * 
!0r* : .ffi^AY/; , :; .lr . 

It's tinv^io display a iitfle-^ 1 
courage today, 'Sii \hpt you. 
don't fade inidthe .Wi^rpbridj 
• or at least until you've made 
your point. 


DANCE 
WITH ME 

3:30/6:3»/X:.WI»: 

GAl/LUUAl 
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SCRABBLE® Is a tradamork ol Hasbro In ihs United Slates and Canada and elsewhere o 
JW spear 4 SonaPLC © 1999 Hasbro. AH rtghts reserved. Used with parmtasion w • 0 

□ □□□□□□ r—, 

@ 000 § 00 a sm LI 

□ □□□□□□ . ^ 

0000000 I I 

□ □□□□.□□ ^ 

0000000 LJ 

RACKS 

□ □□□□□□ I 1 

@@[|@ 000 r ' U 

PAR SCORE 145-155 BACK4 

by JUDD four rack total 

TIME LIMIT 20 MIN ~ 
DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letter word from the letters in each row. Add 
points of each word, using scoring directions at right. 7-letter words get 50-point 
bonus. "Blanks" used as any letter have no point value. All Judd's words are In 
The Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (Merriam-Webster) and OSW Official 
Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD’S SOLUTION SATURDAY 

S-IS-Bfl © 1009, United Feature Syndicate. Inc. 


SCJMBBLE? GRAMS SOLUTION TO YESTERDAY’S GAME 

^ mano © 1999. Untied Feature Syndicate. Inc 

0000000 rack , = _ 12 — 

0000000 RACK 2 = , 72 

@000000 RACK 3 - — 2 - 4 - 

@000000 RACK 4 - 60 

PAR SCORE 105-115 JUDD’S TOTAL 168 

J-17-M 

SCRABBLE® la a trademark at Hasbro In the United States and Canada arid ebawhere ol 
J.W- 8pair & Sons PLC. © 1999 Hasbro. AH rights reserved Used with permission. 


WEEKEND PUZZLER 


1 Poal 
6 Wander 
11 Strikers’ 
replacements 
16 Unconscious 
condition 

20 Refuge 

21 In a — (quickly) 

22 Kind of 
fortune-telling card 

23 Toward the left, on 
aship 

25- Make better 

26 Functions 

27 Peace goddess 

28 Dike 

29 For each 

30 Pilfers 

32 New York's theater 
district 

34 Bed-and-breekfast 

35 Princely family 

37 Eager 

38 Makes 

39 Optimistic 

41 Mexican Indian 

43 Shirley or John Paul 

44 Taut 

46 B.A., M.A., Ph.D„ 


74 Spine - 

75 Nickels and dimes 

DOWN 

70 Dog 
73 Got up 

77 Jet letters 

1 Contour 

74 Commerce 

80 Make a choice 

2 Makes tractable 

75 Narrow opening 

81 Holds tight 

3 Turn aside 

76 Distress call letters 

82 Avoid 

4 Barbie's boyfriend 

77 Sailing vessels 

83 Old Greek coin 

5 Stops 

78 Actress Bernhardt 

87 Pester 

6 Endeavors 

79 Vestige 

89 Mine cars 

7 — of Capricorn 

81 Unripe 

90 Flash of light 

8 Made angry 

82 Term In golf 

91 Aviate alone 

9 Cards 

84 ’’ — Godunov" 

92 Angry 

10 Word of assent 

85 Martini fruit 

93 Napped leather 

11 Swizzle stick 

86 Went at an easy 

94 Dreary routine 

12 Ricochets 

pace 

95 Tombstone 

13 Fields 

88 Certify as genuine 

inscription 

14 Early Sean Connery 

89 A flower 

96 Agreement 

role 

90 A dozen dozen 

between nations 

15 Cook In Juices 

93 Benefit 

97 Toward shelter 

16 West Indies music 

94 Magnificence 

98 Congregation 

17 Unclose, poetically 

98 — up (spoils) 

99 Obtain 

IB Film 

99 Condemns 

102 Diploma 

19 Hippodrome 

100 Old French coin 

105 Elk 

24 Portable shelter 

101 Mannerless 


106 Concentrated 

107 Get some shut-eye 

108 Rains 

109 On — nine 

110 Glue for bricks 

113 Unhappily 

114 Caprice 

115 Annexes 

119 City In Oklahoma 

120 Gifts for dads 
123 Rough 

125 Long fish 

126 “The Thinker" 
sculptor 

126 Bristles 

129 Direct In speech 

130 Beast of burden 

132 Illegal act 

133 Creek 

134 Drunken carousal 

135 Stonecutter 

136 Fly high 

137 The poor 

138 Enciphered 

139 Tired out 


103 Scheming one 

104 Withered 

105 Conceit's opposite 
108 Played at love 

108 Arranged by twos 

109 Alter 

110 Painter Chagall 

111 Smells 

112 Item for a ham 

113 Set of steps 

114 Injury 

116 Certain contract 

1 1 7 Dud of a car 
116 Incline 

121 GoatBe location 

122 "Citizen — " 

1 23 A Muse 

1 24 Shade trees 

127 “ Yankee 

Doodle Dandy" 

129 English network 
letters 

131 Wash against 




mEsss&smsm 







20:30 Relseland Deutschland 
Journal- With Top Stay 
Germany Today 
22:00 JournaJ-MIl Tagesthema/ 
Journal-Con Tema Del Dia 
22:30 Europa Semanal 
23:00 Journal- With Top Story 
23:30 European Journal-The 
European Magazine 
00:00 Journal-Mil Tageathema 
00:30 Deutschland Heute 
FRIDAY 

01:00 Joumal-Wllh Top Story 
01:30 An Organ 
02:00 Journal-Mil TbgBBlhema 
02:30 Relseland Deutschland 
03:00 Journal-Con Tama Del Dla 
/Joumal-Wlth Top Story 
03:30 Germany Today 
04:00 Joumal-Mit Tageathema 
04:30 Bltte Einatelgen.-I 
05:00 Joumal-Wlth Top Story 
05:30 European Joumal-The 
European Magazine 
08:00 Journal-MIt Tagesthema 
08:30 Deutchland Heule 
07:00 Journal- With Top Story 
07:30 An Organ 
oaoo Joumal-MII Tagesthema 
06:30 Relaelend Deutschland 
09:00 Journal- With Top Story 
09:30 Germany "today 
10:00 Journal-MIt Tageathema 
10:30 Bltte Snsle!gen...l 
11:00 Joumal-Wllh Top Story 
11:30 European Joumal-Tha 
European Magazine 
12:00 Joumal-MIt Tagesthema 
12:30 Deutschland Heute 
13:00 Journal -With 1bp Story 
13:30 An Organ 
14:00 Joumal-Mit Tagealhama 
14:30 Relseland Deutschland 
15:00 Journal-Wllh Top Story 
16:30 Germany Today 
16:00 Journal-MIt Tagesthema 
16:30 Die ZDF Reportage 
17:00 Journal-Wllh Top Story 
17:30 European Joumal-The 
European Magazine 
18:00 Joumal-Mit Thgesthama 
18:30 DeuteaMand Haute 
18:00 Joumal-With Top $tory 
18:30 All Aboardl 
20:00 Journal-MIt Tageathema 
20:30 Made In Germany-DaB 
Wlrtaohattsmagazin 
21:00 Journal-Wllh Top Slory 
21:30 Germany Ibday 
22:00 Journal-Con Tema Del Dla 
Journal-Mil Tkgesthama 
22:30 Dla ZDF Reportage 
23:00 Joumal-Wlth Top Story 
23:30 DesBnaKon Germany 
00:00 Journal-MIt Tageathema 


05:30 Pyramids 
Friday 

07:00 Journal TV5 

07:15 Gcurmandlses 

07:30 Telematin 

09:00 TV5 Minutes el meleo 

09:05 Journal de Radio-Canada 

09:35 4 et Demi 

10:00 TV5 Minutes 

10:05 Le Polnl 

11:00 TV6 Minutes 

11:05 MedllerTaneo 

11 :30 Portrait 

11:50 Correspondence 

12:00 TV5 Minutes 

12:05 Zlg Zag CalE 

12:30 Gourrrandlses 

13:00 TV5 Minuiea 

13:05 Voile Parla 

13:30 Journal de Franca 3 

14:00 Le Monda De TVS 

15:00 Journal International TV5 

16:15 Temps Present 

17:15 Pyramlde 

17:45 Bua elCompagnle 

18:30 TV5 Minutes 

19:35 Jeu 

19:00 Questions pour un Champion 

19:30 Journal TV5 

20:00 Volla ParlB 

20:27 Un i-lvre Un Jour 

20:30 Journal de La TSR 

21:00 Fort Boyard 

22:30 Evasion 

23:00 Journal de France Television 
23:30 Divertissement 
01:25 Mateo Internationale 
01 :30 Journal de France 3 
02:00 Journal de la TSR 
02:30 MU8lquae Au Coeur 
04:00 Medlterranao 
04:30 Magellan 
05:00 TV5 MlnuteB 


09:30 Sleddog .+ ■ 

10:00 Cart 
11:30 Triathlon 
13:00 Football 
14:00 Motorcycling 
14:30 Motocross 
1 5:00 Snowboard 
15:30 Snooker 
10:00 Martial Arts 
19:00 Roller Skating 
20:00 Motorsports 
21:00 Football 
21:30 LIVE Football: UEFA 
Cup Winner's Cup 
23:30 Football 
01:30 Motoraporls 
02:30 Close 


WORLD 


02:00 BBC World News 
02:30 World Living 
03:00 BBC World News 
03:30 Asia Today 
03:45 World Business Report 
04:00 BBC World News 
04:30 Asia Today 
04:45 World Business Report 
05:00 BBC World News 
05:30 Asia Today 
05:45 World Business Report 
06:00 BBC World News 
06:30 USA Direct 
07:00 BBC World News 
07:30 World Focus 
08:00 BBC World News 
08:30 World Living 
09:00 BBC World News 
09:30 Hard Talk 
10:00 BBC World News 
10:30 World Focus 
11:00 BBC World News 
11:30 Hard Italk 
12:00 BBC World News 
12:30 World Living 
13:00 The World Today 
1 4:00 The World Today 
14:30 Wild World 
15:00 BBC World News 
15:15 World Business Report 
15:30 The World Today 
10:30 World Living 
17:00 BBC World News 
17:30 Hard Talk 
18:00 BBC World News 
18:30 Moneywlse 
19:00 BBC World News 
19:30 World Living 
20:00 The World Today 
21:00 The World Today 
21:30 Hard Talk 
22:00 BBC World News 
22:30 World Focus 
FRIDAY 

02:00 BBC World News 
02:30 Wortd Living 
03:00 BBC World News 
03:30 Asia Today 
03:45 World Business Report 
04:00 BBC World News 
04:30 Asia Today 
04:45 World Business Report 
05:00 BBC Wortd News 
05:30 AbIb Today 
05:45 World Business Report 
06:00 BBC Wortd News 
00:30 USA Direct 
07:00 BBC Wortd News 
07:30 World Focus 
08:00 BBC World News 
08:30 World Living 
09:00 BBC World News 
09:30 Hard Thlk 
10:00 BBC World News 
10:30 World Focus 
11 :00 BBC World News 
11:30 Hard Talk 
12:00 BBC World News 
12:30 World Living 
13:00 The World Today 
14:00 The World Today 
14:30 Wild World 
16:00 BBC Wortd News 
15:16 Wortd Business Report 
16:30 The World Today 
16:30 Wortd Living 
17:00 BBC World News 
17:30 Hard Tall^ 
i 1 8:00 BBC Wortd News 

18:30 Question Time India 
19:30 World Living 
20:00 The World Today 
21 :00 The Wortd Today 
21 :30 Hard Talk , 

" 22:00 BBC World News 
22:30 World FocUa 1 
' 23:00 BBC Wprld News' 


^#fOwr/wwirl 


02:00 Great — 

Mysteries And Myths ^JSWUBPy 
02:30 History's 
Turning Plont3 
03:00 Exveme Machine 
04:00 Discovery ProlBe Sariss 
05:00 Go For lt| 

06:00 Uahala 
07:00 The New Explorers 
08:00 Travelers 
09:00 Lonely Planet 
10:00 Inntlmate Escapes 
10:30 Inntlmate Escapes 
11:00 Eyewitness 
11:30 Splat 
12:00 Go For Itl 
1 3:00 The New Explorers 
14:00 Travelers 
15:00 Inntlmate Escapes 
15:30 Inntlmate Escapes 
1 6:00 Ushuala 
17:00 Lonely Planet 
16:00 The Shark Rlss 
1 0:00 Untamed Amazonia 
20:00 Lonely Planet 
21:00 Beyond 2000 
21 :30 Ultrascience III 
22:00 Discovery Profile Series 
23:00 Go For Itl 
00:00 Lonely Planet 
01:00 Untamed Amazonia 
FRIDAY 

02:00 Lonely Planet 

03:00 Beyond 2000 

03:30 Ultrasclence III 

04:00 Discovery Profile 8flries 

05:00 Go For Itl 

06:00 Ushuala 

07:00 The New Explorers 

06:00 Travelers 

09:00 Lonely Planet 

10:00 Inntlmate Escapes 

10:30 Inntlmata Escapes 

11:00 Eyewitness 

11:30 Splat 

12:00 Go For Itl 

1 3:00 Great Mysteries And Myths 

13:30 Hlelory Turning Points 

14:00 The Ultimate Guide 

1 5:00 Eyewitness 

15:30 Paleoworld 

1 6:00 Wild Discovery 

17:00 Going Wild 

17:30 TWO Worlds 

18:00 Eyewitness 

18:30 PaJeoworid 

19:00 Danger Zona 

10:30 Medloal Detectives 

20:00 Challenge 

21:00 Ushuale 

22:00 Wings 

23:00 Go For III 

00:00 Lonety Planet 

01:00 Danger Zona 

01:20 Medical Detectives 
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CftOOAnfliy Beavers 
DM0 Real Monsters 
IMO Space Goofs 
1030 Kablam ' 

ilfl) Hie Adventures 01 Pale & 
Pete 

1130 Cousin Skoetar 

1200 Saved By The Bel! 
itdOCtulasa Explains It All 
1*00 Doug 

1330 Hay AmoW 
ItOO Angry Beavers 
i430Kablam 
iMOHugrals 
1530 Rug rals 
m Cousin Skeeler 
IWO Saved By The Beil 
FRIDAY 

MflOWimzie's House 
M30 Blues Clues 
BOO Mr Men 
USDS Mr Men 
KID Mr Men 

Ki&TheWomblea , 

0630 The Busy World Of Richard 


07 jo Rocko's Modem Ule 

KOORugrala 

0930 Rugrals 

(WO Angry Beavere 

QUO Real Monsters 

1000 Space Goofs 

l&XLKabtem 

1100 The Adventures 01 Pete & 

A*' 

<1 30 Cousin Skeeler 

1200 Saved By The Bell 

«30 Clarissa Explains It All 

■TOO Doug 

1130 Hay Arnold 

MOO Angry Beavers 

1430 Kablam 

•500 Rugrals 

il3QRugrate 

'600 Cousin Skeeler 

16:30 Saved By The Bell 


N# WSlklng Thunder 

No Star Trek III: The 8earch For 


M 30 National Lampoons' Senior 


02:00 Star Trek 
03:00 Silk Stalking 
04:00 Powerboat & Jetsport 
World 1998 Series 
04:30 Pacific Blue 
05:30 The Commish 
06:30 The Premier Match 
08:30 Trazan 
09:00 Pacific Blue 
10:00 Early Edition 
11:00 Nightman 
12:00 Air American 
13:00 The Commish 
14:00 Pacific Blue 
15:00 Fantasy Island 
16:00 Star Trek-Tha Next 
Generation 

17:00 Early Edition | 

18:00 Premier League Preview 
18:30 Nightman 
19:30 Air American 
20:30 Dark Skies 
21:30 Silk Stalklngs 
22:30 The Premier Match 
00:30 Powerboat & Jetsport 
World 1998 Series 
01:00 Nightman 


SATELLITE LISTINGS 25 


19:00 Five © Five 
19:18 Pop-Up Vldao 


01:40 Bella Mafia 
FRIDAY 

02:30 Bella Mafia 
03:25 Married With Children 
03:50 Homicide: Life On The 
I Streets 

04:40 Early Edition 
05:30 Anyday Now 
06:20 Sunset Beach 
07:10 Phenom 
07:35 Powers That Be 
08:00 Mighty Jungle 
08:25 Sugar & Spice 
08:50 Dweebs 
09:05 Thea 
09:40 Street Justice 
10:30 Common Law 
10:55 Early Edition 
11:45 Anyday Now 
12:35 Sunset Beach 
13:25 Phenom 
14:05 The Powers That Be 
14:15 Mighty Jungle 
14:40 Suger & Spice 
15:05 Dweeds 
15:30 Thea 
15:55 Street Justice 
16:45 Common Justice 
17:10 Forever Knight 
18:00 The Client 
19:00 Mad About You 
19:30 Cosby 
20:00 Party Of Five 
21:00 Beverly Hills 90210 
22:00 (TBC) 

23:00 Dr Quinn Medicine 
Woman 

00:00 Caroline In The City 
00:25 Muiphy Brown 
00:50 Anyday Now 
01:40 Veronica's Closet 
02:05 Suddenly Susan 


BaJiWoO 


01 :G0 Altered "g|j||jj|i 

03:00 Sharkey’s Machine 
05:00 High Society 
07:00 Night Of The Iguana 
09:00 The Prisoner Of Second 
Avenue 

11:00 Pennies From Heaven 

13:00 Key Largo 

15:00 The Sunshine Boys 

17:00 The Chocolate War 

1 9:00 Camelot 

23:00 Thieves Like Us 

FRIDAY 

01:00 The Chocolate War 
03:00 ThelveB Uke Us 
05:00 Key Largo 
07:00 The Sunshine Boys 
09:00 Camelot 
13:00 Mutiny On The Bounty 
15:00 A Funny Thing 
Happened On 
The Way to The Forum 
17:00 Sweet Smell Of Success 
19:00 Victor Victoria 
21 :00 Sleeper 

23:00 The Pope Ot Greenwich 
Village 


10:20 Agenda Cultural 
11:15 Home Video 


16:30 Disney Club 
18:00 My So Called Life 


20:30 Funnlesl Home Video. 
















